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30th Anniversary Save the Dates
Mark your calendars now!
Lenten & Easter Meditations
Richard Webster – Guest Director
Cathedral of St. Andrew, G.R.
Friday, March 27, 2020 – 7 PM
Saturday, March 28, 2020 – 7 PM

Spring Concluding Concerts
Matthew Owens - Guest Director
Cathedral of St. Andrew, G.R.
Friday, May 15, 2020 – 7 PM
Saturday, May 16, 2020 – 7 PM
Sunday, May 17, 2020 – 3 PM

St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge

“Andy Larson Benefit Concert”
Andrew Nethsingha – Director

Basilica of St. Adalbert
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 – 7 PM
(This special benefit concert will be a
ticketed event. Ticket information and
sales will begin in January, 2020)

Announcing the first Biennial

Andy Larson Memorial
Benefit Concert
Last year, just as our choir’s season was
about to begin, we lost our sweet,
wondrous, and oh so talented head
chorister, Andrew Lee Larson, in a tragic
car accident. If you attended any of last
season’s concerts, you know that the choir dedicated each performance
to honoring Andy and remembering all that he meant to us. The sacred
moments we shared were both hard and healing.
As we continue to deal with our loss as well as our need to go forward,
the idea was born that Andy’s life might continue to inspire us by
funneling some of our creative energies into special biennial concerts.
The idea is to create something really special in Andy’s memory by
inviting distinguished solo singers, solo instrumentalists, or even poets
or actors to bring alive the important spoken portions of our concerts.
The possibilities for collaboration with world class creative people
would have thrilled Andy.
Our first such concert will take place this season on Wednesday, March
25th at the Basilica of St. Adalbert and will feature one of the finest if
not the finest choir in the world. The Choir of St. John’s College,
Cambridge will be traveling from England to Grand Rapids in March
of 2020 to sing a concert celebrating Andy’s life.
While all GRCMB concerts are offered as gifts to our community free
of charge and will continue to be offered as gifts, bringing in major
artists to join with our choir in performance will present additional
expenses for the choir. We also hope that
these special occasions might offer
opportunities to boost and strengthen
financial support for the music and
mission of the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys. Therefore, these special
biennial benefit concerts will have ticketed
admission.

Online ticket information and sales and will begin in January at our
GRCMB website: www.grcmb.org Until then mark your calendar and
save the date for:
Wednesday, March 25 at 7:00 PM – The Basilica of St. Adalbert
Reviews:
“We decided to go to St. John's rather than King's for evensong on a
cold midweek evening. The choral singing was truly glorious…we left
feeling that we had met with God.”

“Choral singing comes no better than the Choir of St. John’s College,
Cambridge!”
Fiona Maddocks, The Observer

Create an “Ongoing Legacy of Faith”
The Power of Your Giving
Can Begin Now & Continue
After You Are Gone.

Consider supporting the Ministry of Music and Faith
of the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
with a portion of your life legacy giving.
Your thoughtfulness will continue to feed and bless
the generations who will follow you.
Such giving techniques are called “planned gifts.” With your
thoughtful planning, you create a winning solution for both you and
us together as part of your extended West Michigan family of faith.
•

Designate a gift in your will or trust: if the singing of the
choir is a blessing in your life, include GRCMB in a portion of
your estate planning.

•

Giving from your retirement accounts: a charitable
(distribution) from your IRA can be used to satisfy your
minimum distribution requirement. Giving to GRCMB
quailifies for this gift.

•

Year-end giving: please consider GRCMB as you plsn your
charitable giving for 2018. Keep the song alive!

For tax purposes: GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) 3 registered
non-profit organization. Contributions to the choir are tax-deductable
to the full extent of the law. The choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
30th Anniversary Season (1989-2019)

Since we were together last, the choir has been hard at work for four
months recruiting and training our amazing choristers. It is always a
joy to see these young lives respond to the beauty awakening from the
richness of this repertoire where God’s truths and love are
encountered through the inspired music of the world’s greatest
composers. And now at last we are ready to share these words and this
music with you, our GRCMB family.
This is also the start of our 30th anniversary season. So, in light of this
special year, we thought it would be fitting to begin with Mary Oliver’s
poem “Making Our House Ready for the Lord.” Fitting because in it, Mary
expresses both God’s perfect love alongside our humble struggling to
respond. And although written about making ready our individual homes,
it is at the same time equally about making ready our choir, or our collective
occupational labors, or our relationships, or the behavior of our country in the
world, and how we live in community here in West Michigan. Ultimately,
Mary’s poem as well as concerts by the Grand Rapids Choir of Men &
Boys are about making ready our hearts so that God can live there. Once God
resides in our hearts, all of the other making ready’s will find and fulfill
their true purpose.

Come In…

Making our House Ready for the Lord
Mary Oliver (1935-2019)
Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed
But still nothing is as shining as it should be for you.
Under the sink, for example, is an uproar of mice
it is the season of their many children, what shall I do?
And under the eaves and through the walls
the squirrels have gnawed their ragged entrances,
but it is the season when they need shelter, so what shall I do?
And the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard,
while the dog snores the cat hugs the pillow; what shall I do?
Beautiful is the new snow falling in the yard
and the fox who is staring boldly up the path to the door.
And still I believe you will come, Lord:
you will, when I speak to the fox,
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose,
know that really, I am speaking to you whenever I say,
as I do all morning and afternoon: “Come in, Come in.”
To all of our GRCMB family, as our music begins…
“Come in…Come in!”

Nine Lessons & Carols
for Christmas

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
Scott Bosscher – Director
Nicholas Palmer – Organ
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Muskegon

Dr. Kenneth Bos – Organ
Cathedral of St. Andrew, Grand Rapids

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Muskegon
Sunday, December 8, 2019 – 5:00 PM

~ Words of Welcome ~

Cathedral of St. Andrew, Grand Rapids
Friday, December 13, 2019 – 7:00 PM
~ Introit I ~
Saturday, December 14, 2019 – 7:00 PM
Sunday,Matin
December
15, 2019 – 3:00 PM
Responsory

G . P. da Palestrina (c.1525-

Silent Night
W.G. Rothery (1766-1803)

Franz Gruber (1787-1863)
Arr. Alan Ridout (1934-1966)
Silent night, holy night, Starry skies beaming bright,
Guard the Virgin Mother mild, Watching o’er the Holy Child,
Sleeping in heavenly grace, Sleeping in heavenly grace.
Silent night, holy night, Shepherds lone hail the light,
Hark, the wondrous angel throng, Hail the morn with joyful song,
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night, God’s dear Son bringing light,
Saving us from sin’s dark thrall, Giving life and love to all,
Christ, the light of the world, Christ, the light of the world.

~ Processional ~
Come Thou Redeemer of the Earth
Words: St. Ambrose (340-397)
M. Praetorius (1571-1621)
Trans: J.M. Neal (1818-1866)
(Choir only v. 1-4)
Come thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest Thy virgin-birth:
Let every age adoring fall; such birth befits the God of all.
Begotten of no human will, but of the Spirit Thou art still.
The Word of God, in flesh arrayed, the Saviour, now to us displayed.

Forth from that chamber goeth He, that royal home of purity,
A giant in two-fold substance one, rejoicing now His course to run.
From God the Father He proceeds, to God the Father back He speeds,
Runs out His course to death and hell, returns on God’s high throne
to dwell.
(Congregation joining v. 5-7 remaining seated)

Once in Royal David’s City
C.F. Alexander (1818-1895)

H.J. Gauntlett (1805-1876)
A.H. Mann (1850-1929)
Arr. Philip Stopford (b. 1977)

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a Mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed;
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.
For He is our childhood’s pattern: day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feeleth for our sadness, and He shareth in our gladness.
Not in that poor lowly stable with the oxen standing by
We shall see Him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high,
Where like stars His children crowned all in white shall wait around.

~ Bidding Prayer ~
The congregation, standing, shall be bidden to prayer.
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight
to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the babe lying in a manger.

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the
loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto
the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood
within the Church He came to build.
And because this would rejoice His heart, let us remember, in His
name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the
sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or love
Him not, or who by sin have grieved His heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
Heaven, in the words which Christ Himself hath taught us:
(Choir & Congregation)

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

~ Bidding Carol ~
I Wonder as I Wander

John Jacob Niles (1892-1980)

John Jacob Niles (1892-1980)
Arr. Matthew O’Donovan
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die,
For poor orn’ry people like you and like I…
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall,
With wisemen and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,
The promise of ages it then did recall.
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing,
He surely could have it, ‘cause He was the king.

~ First Lesson ~
Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden
that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head.
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, “Where art
thou?”
And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.”

And He said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?”
And the man said, ‘The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”
And the Lord God said unto the woman, “What is this that thou hast
done?”
And the woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”
And the Lord God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days
of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Truth From Above
Trad. Herefordshire Carol
Arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
This is the truth sent from above, The truth of God, the God of love.
Therefore don’t turn me from your door, But hearken all both rich
and poor.

The first thing which I do relate, Is that God did man create;
The next thing which to you I tell, Woman was made with man to dwell.
And we were heirs to endless woes, Till God the Lord did interpose;
And so a promise soon did run That he would redeem us by His Son.
And at that season of the year Our blest Redeemer did appear;
He here did live, and hear did preach, And many thousands He did teach.
Thus He in love to us behaved, To show us how we must be saved;
And if you want to know the way, Be pleas’d to hear what He did say.

~ Second Lesson ~
Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham
that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the
second time, and said:
By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son: that in blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed
shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

th

Lullay, My Liking

Anon. 15 Century

Matthew Owens (b.1971)

Refrain:
Lullay, my liking, my dear son, my sweeting;
Lullay, my dear heart, mine own dear darling!
I saw a fair maiden sitten and sing:
She lulled a little Child, a sweete Lording. (Refrain)
That Eternal Lord is He that made alle thing;
Of alle lordes He is Lord, of alle kinges King. (Refrain)
There was mickle melody at that Childes birth:
Although they were in heaven’s bliss, they made mickle mirth. (Refrain)
Angels bright they sang that night, and saiden to that Child
"Blessed be Thou and so be she that is both meek and mild." (Refrain)
Pray we now to that Child, and to His Mother dear,
God grant them all His blessing that now maken cheer! (Refrain)

~ Third Lesson ~
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined.
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the
government shall be upon His shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

In the Bleak Midwinter
Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

Jefferson McConnaughey (b. 1952)

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan.
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone.
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter long ago.

Our God, Heav’n cannot hold Him nor earth sustain;
Heav’n and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the Beloved with a kiss.
What can I bring Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.

~ Fourth Lesson ~
Micah 5
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.
But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.
Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which
travaileth hath brought forth; then the remnant of his brethren shall
return unto the children of Israel. And he shall stand and feed in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God,
and shall abide; for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

~ O Little Town of Bethlehem ~
Phillips Brooks (1835-93)

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Choir and Congregation vrs 1, 2 & 4 (Please Stand)
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King, And peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary; And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love.
Verse Three: Choir Only

How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.

The Holly and the Ivy
Trad. English

Matthew Owens (b.1971)

Refrain:
The holly and the ivy When they are both full grown
Of all trees that are in the wood The holly bears the crown.
(Refrain)
O, the rising of the sun And the running of the deer
The playing of the merry organ Sweet singing in the choir.
(Refrain)
The holly bears a blossom As white as any flow'r
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ To be our sweet Saviour.
(Refrain)
The holly bears a berry As red as any blood
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ To do poor sinners good.
(Refrain)
The holly bears a prickle As sharp as any thorn
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ On Christmas Day in the morn.
(Refrain)
The holly bears a bark As bitt’r as any gall;
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ For to redeem us all.

~ Fifth Lesson ~
Luke 1: 26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary.
And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And
when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her
mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said
unto her:
“Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold,
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call
his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His
father David; and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of His kingdom there shall be no end.
Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not
a man?”
And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore, also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.”
And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word.” And the angel departed from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Mary’s Magnificat
Andrew Carter (b.1939)
Softly a light is stealing, sweetly a maiden sings,
Ever wakeful, ever wistful.
Watching faithfully, thankfully, tenderly her King of kings.
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
Mary her song to Jesus softly, serenely sings:
‘I will love you, I will serve you,
May my lullaby glorify, magnify my King of kings.’
Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby.

~ Sixth Lesson ~
Luke 2: 1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be taxed. And all went
to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
(because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while she was there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Ave Maria
Robert Parsons (ca. 1535 - 1570)
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum;
(Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;)
benedicta tu in mulieribus,
(blessed art thou among women,)
et benedictus fructus ventris tui. Amen.
(and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. Amen.)

~ Seventh Lesson ~
Luke 2: 8-16
The shepherds go to the manger.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe
lying in a manger.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

It is a GRCMB tradition to have one of our choristers lead
the choir and congregation in our next carol.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
G. Whitefield (1714-1770)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Choir and Congregation vrs. 1 & 3
(Please Stand)
Hark! the herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies,
With th' angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King!
(Choir only vrs. 2)
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veil'd in flesh the Godhead see, Hail, th'incarnate Deity!
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King!
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King!

The Shepherd’s Carol
Clive Sansom (1910-1981)

Bob Chilcott (b.1955)

We stood on the hills, Lady, our day’s work done,
Watching the frosted meadows that winter had won.
(Calm, calm, calm.)
The evening was calm, Lady, the air so still,
(Silence, silence, silence)
Silence more lovely than music folded the hill.
There was a star, Lady, shone in the night,
Larger than Venus it was and bright, so bright.
Oh, a voice from the sky, Lady,
It seemed to us then telling of God being born in a world of men.
And so we have come , Lady, our day’s work done,
Our love, our hopes ourselves, we give to your Son.

~ Offertory ~
Prelude in G Major BWV 541
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

(Nicholas Palmer: St Paul’s Episcopal Church: December 8)

Quand Jesus naquit á Noel
Claude Balbastre (1727-1799)

(Dr. Kenneth Bos: Cathedral of St. Andrew: December 13, 14, 15)

30 Years of Your Caring, Generous Partnering
Has Kept our Mission of Music Alive…Thank You!
“I dread the extinction
of boys’ choirs!” The Spectator – June 2018
So appeared the headline in a
prominent British paper this past year.
Did you know that there are now only
11 daily-singing choirs of men and boys
left — four Anglican cathedrals, one
Catholic one, four Oxbridge colleges,
and two Royal Peculiars. As Britain is
the only country in the world that
maintains the medieval miracle that is
daily sung services with psalms,
responses, canticles and anthem, this
means that there are only 11 choirs of men and boys left in the world
singing daily. (Well, 12: St Thomas’s Fifth Avenue in New York has a
choir of men and boys who sing five services a week, emulating the
glorious British phenomenon.)
This tradition, for those communities blessed to support it, twice
blesses. Those who come to listen are given pause to re-think, reexperience, re-feel, reconnect and re-charge. And for the boys who
sing, it’s not just about becoming musically literate, it is also about
becoming emotionally literate and learning how to grow spiritually.
In the current climate of how the world teaches boys to behave, our
sons and grandsons have very few places to turn to learn how to safely
express how they feel. What the world needs now more than ever are
caring, expressive boys who will grow into men with great empathy for
the people and communities in which they will one day live and lead.
The Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys is dedicated to our
boys, sharing with them how to
connect their head to heart and
heart to head.
Boys will be boys must leave our
mind-set. In its place let’s
proclaim that boys will be and are
caring, expressive, empathetic and open-hearted spiritual human beings.

As to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys and the extinction of
boys’ choirs, with your continued support and prayers the choir
remains strong and active and continues to give back to our
community in return.
GRCMB does not sing daily, but the choir will present 13 musically
and spiritually rich performances throughout this year, including one
epic joint performance with the Choir of St. John’s College,
Cambridge.
The Royal School of Church Music prayer the choir prays before every
concert expresses it best: “Grant that the words we say and sing with
our lips we may believe in our hearts, and then believing in our hearts,
we may show forth in how we live our lives, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Amen.”

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys receives no city or state grants
or corporate support, but depends totally upon you, our choir family,
for the funds to keep this sacred programming alive. Your prayerful
and generous gifts throughout the year help to keep the ministry of the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys strong and vibrant.
As the boys pass the black books down your row, please sign our
email registry to receive future concert information.

Donate Online at: www.grcmb.org
As December 31st approaches, please also remember the Grand
Rapids Choir of Men & Boys in your 2019 year-end charitable
giving. A mail-back envelope is attached to this program for your
convenience or online at: www.grcmb.org
For tax purposes, GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit organization.
Contributions to the Choir are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
The Choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

~ Eighth Lesson ~
Matthew 2: 1-11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the King, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? For we
have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests
and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of
Judaea, for thus it is written by the prophet:
“And thou Bethlehem in the land of Judah art not the least among
the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that
shall rule my people Israel.”
Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child;
and when ye have found Him, bring me word again, that I may come
and worship Him also.
When they had heard the king, they departed; and lo, the star which
they saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over
where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped Him; and when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto Him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

I Saw Three Ships
English Traditional Carol
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas day in the morning.
And what was in those ships all three,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day?
And what was in those ships all three,
On Christmas day in the morning?
Our Saviour Christ and His lady,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
Our Saviour Christ and His lady,
On Christmas day in the morning.
Pray whither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day?
Pray whither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas day in the morning?
O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day,
O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas day in the morning.
And all the bells on earth shall ring,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
And all the bells on earth shall ring,
On Christmas day in the morning.
And all the angels in heav’n shall sing,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
And all the angels in heav’n shall sing,
On Christmas day in the morning.
And all the souls on earth shall sing,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
And all the souls on earth shall sing,
On Christmas day in the morning.
Then let us all rejoice amain,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
Then let us rejoice amain,
On Christmas day in the morning.

Philip Marshall (1921-2005)

Please stand for the ninth lesson.
~ Ninth Lesson ~
John 1: 1-14
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that
was made.
In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same
came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men through
him might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness
of that light.
That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and
the world knew Him not. But as many as received Him, to them gave
He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
His name; which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

I Am Changed
Words: Will Todd

Will Todd (b. 1970)

I have found an earthly throne,
in this bare place, this humble home.
The greatest love the world has known,
Heaven’s Child resting here below.
I have found where I belong. I have heard the perfect song;
Angel voices from above, Heaven’s Child given by God’s love.
All my tears are wiped away, I awake in God’s new day,
I am born again today.
I will make a promise true, in my life Your work to do.
I will give my all for You; Heaven’s child, I am changed in You.
Heaven’s Child, I am made anew; Heaven’s child born again with You.

~ Closing Prayer ~
Lord Jesus,
You were born and walked and lived in days much graver than our's.
You know something about confronting the kingdoms of men. You
know something about answering the calls of a people desperately
crying out for shalom —for peace, for justice, for equity, for the
radical wellness of all relationships in creation.

We are a wounded nation. We have sustained the crackling lash of
racist rhetoric. We have weathered the assault of hashtags and
legislative stalemates, and policies that threatened the wellbeing of
marginalized people “image bearers of God” inside and beyond our
borders. Worst, we have witnessed before our very eyes the
corruption of our Christian faith — the exploitation of Your
scriptures which crushes the image of God on earth.
Lord Christ, please stand with us as you stood with a displaced
Joseph. God comfort and gird us for the long journey ahead. Use this
time to deepen Your church’s discipleship — to teach us not to rely
on the power of empire to bring Your kingdom to earth. Make us
creative in our resistance to injustice. Fill us with love, and laughter,
and joy, and life, and help us not to grow weary in doing good.
God give us glimpses of your shalom in the days to come. Show us
Your power by shining Your light into our darkness. Show us the
power of Your voice — You speak and chaos is halted in its tracks.
You confront the kingdoms of men and call forth the image of God
in us, Your people. You call forth all humanity to exercise
stewardship of the world. Empower each of us to see and connect
with each other.
Heal us, Lord. Connect us, Lord. Give us courage to resist. Help us
to understand that while confronting something proved is easy,
embracing truth through faith takes enormous work. Then, empower
us to walk forward in belief that transformation is possible and in the
belief that through You and with You, Your kingdom will be reestablished in us.
Heaven’s Child…I am changed in You. Amen.

O Come All Ye Faithful
Oakeley, Brooke

John Francis Wade (1711-1786)
Arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Choir and Congregation (Please Stand)
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, Begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born that happy morning;
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n,
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

~ Choir Recessional ~
Variations on Vom Himmel Hoch
Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
(Nicholas Palmer: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church ~ 12-8)

Epilogue
Norman Gilbert (1912-1975)
(Kenneth Bos: Cathedral of St. Andrew ~ 12-13, 12-14 & 12-15)

Our GRCMB program booklets are designed for you to take
home with you to to read & ponder again the words of
scripture, poetry and song. Or, please share with a friend.

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys Staff
Scott Bosscher: Director of Music
A former Choral Scholar of Wells Cathedral
Choir, England, and voice student of Diane
Forlano of the Royal Academy of Music,
London, Mr. Bosscher is passionate about
bringing the English cathedral sound to Grand
Rapids as GRCMB’s Director of Music.

Dr. Martin Neary: Associate Director
GRCMB is blessed by Dr. Neary’s ongoing
commitment to both GRCMB and our West
Michigan community. Former Organist and
Choirmaster of both Westminster Abbey and
Winchester Cathedral, Dr. Neary was recently
awarded a Lambeth Doctorate by the
Archbishop of Canterbury

Dr. Kenneth Bos: Organist
Dr. Bos has been the Organ Fellow for the Choir
of Men and Boys since 2004. He is also the
accompanist for the Calvin Alumni Choir and the
Grand Rapids Symphony Chorus, and he plays
occasionally for Opera Grand Rapids. He is a
full-time faculty in the Music Department at Grand
Rapids Community College and serves as Director
of Music at Calvin Christian Reformed Church.

Gwen Hendrikse: Rehearsal Pianist
An active pianist and accompanist across West
Michigan, GRCMB is blessed to have Mrs.
Hendrikse as a valuable member of our staff.
Gwen’s response, “Sitting at the piano on
rehearsal nights I definitely have the best seat
in the house!”
Lori Schimmelmann: GRCMB Summer Camp Instructor
Marcia Pylman: GRCMB Summer Camp Vocal Coach
Jane Bosscher: Business Manager

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2019-2020 Roster
Senior Choristers
Burghart, Finneus
Day, Ian ++

Hillary, William

Roback, Carey

Johnson, Coby

Dillet, Carter

Koopman, Avery
Larson, Peter +

Sprik, Kian
Van Dyke, Matthew +

Enriquez-Martinez, Dylan
Hillary, Gabriel +

Voetberg, Jacob +

Junior Choristers
Albright, Stosh

Hines, Landon

Pereira, Nevin

Barrows, Joseph

Huisman, Reuben

Smith, Ethan

Benes, Matthew

Jen, Owen

Van Skiver, Dylan

Broekhuis, John

Kapitula, Stephen

Van Timmeren, Andrew

Grossa, Dante

Kelley, Aden

Zuzelski, Ben

Gumbko, Dominic

Leatherman, Caden

Harriger, Roland

Meldrim, Jonah

Preparatory Choristers
Baas, Aaron

Hasse, Jeffrey

Bott, Jesse

Wallace, Noah

Counter Tenors
Hibma, John

Kartes, Brennen

Schimmelmann, Joe

Hoyer, John

Roback, Jay

Smail, Quincey

Byl, John

Malone, Jordan

Steenwyk, Seth

Johnson, Steve

Proctor, Vernon

Steinfort, Mike

Barrows, Stephen

Diephouse, David

Voetberg, Dick

Campbell, David

Pennings, Timothy

Weinrick, Dan

Day, Curt

Voetberg, Dan

Tenors

Kruyf, Zachary

Baritones

Basses
Boersma, David

Hibma, John

Natelborg, Dan

De Vries, Doug

Kruyf, Gerald

Sprik, Trevor

Harris, Brandon

+ = Head Choristers

++ = Senior Head Chorister

Board of Directors

Barb Hoogeboom, President
Nicky Kearney, Treasurer
Scott Bosscher
Doug DeVries

Elizabeth Fausone
Elise Glettler
Lori Schimmelmann

Major Donors those who have given $5,000 or more since 2008

Anonymous
Mark and Gina Becker
Cameron Bruneau and Family
John and Deb Byl
Lawrence and Virginia Cain
Mark and Marty Campbell
Daniel and Pamella DeVos
David Diephouse
John Hibma
Jim and Barb Hoogeboom
Jay and Janice Hidalgo
Mark and Marion Hunt
Scott and Nicky Kearney

Douglas and Barbara Kindschi
Gerald and Susan Kruyf
Robert and Nancy Lamberts
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Margaret Stone
Gayle Ruisard (the Estate of)
Thomas and Elizabeth Tuttle
Sharon Van Dellen
Charles and Carol Witteveen
Matching Employers

Goldman Sachs
GE Foundation

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys would like to give Special Thanks to
our donors who have helped us begin our 30th Season! Won't you join with
them in supporting the Choir?

Donations received between – July 1, 2019 to November 30, 2019
Oxford Club $1,000 - $4,999
Drukker, Bruce and Esther
Hibma, John
Hoogeboom, Jim and Barb
Kearney, Scott and Nicky
Cambridge Club $600 - $999
Becker, Danny

London Club $250 - $599
Blom, John and Sharon
Boersma, David and
Donna Wisse Boersma
Bordewyk, Gord and Karen

Kindschi, Douglas and Barbara
Tuuk, Jonathan
Vander Wal, Robert and Barbara

Matching Employer
Microsoft Corporation

Bradford, Jonathan and
Grace Post Bradford
Brown, Julia
Cain, Lawrence and Ginny

London Club $250 - $599
Diephouse, David
Doyle, Doug and Shawn
Fox, John and Kristine
Gearhart, Virginia
Hunt, Mark and Marian
Johnson, Robert and L. Maxine
Kent County Medical Foundation
Klanderman, Bruce and June
Knol, Jody
Larson, Eric and Marcy

Pastoor, Evelyn
Pennings, Timothy
Ploegstra, Henry
Rogers, Ron and Joyce
Rohwer, Milton and Barbara
Vallk, Albert
VanHouten, Ben and Sharon
Vanmanen, Robert and Sandra
Weinrick, Daniel & Erika
Wiest, Dorothy

Winchester Club $100 - $249
Adams, Clara May
Anderson, Edmund and Ann
Armfield, Steven and Janet
Baron, Stephen and Cynthia
Barton, Stephen and Sharon
Beck, Marcella
Bell, Robert and Helen
Boelens, Elizabeth
Bos, Ken and Fay
Bright Start Pediatrics - Beck, Amy
Brink, Emily
Calsbeek, Ula
Caris, Ted and Jeannie
Carnevale, Gregory and
Diane Mahon
Clemo, David and Jeanne
Cooley, Andrew and Rachael
Cooper, John and Sylvia
Day, Ron and Dee
Dingus, Tim
Farmer, Floyd and Caron
Fitzgerald, John Gregory
Fritsch, Susan
Heerspink, Jan
Heetderks, Dewey and Marilyn
Henson, Thomas and Judith
Hibma, Tim and Cindy
Hoisington, Michael and Linda
Hoogeboom, Marjorie
Johns, Daniel and Emily
Jongsma, Arthur and Judith
Kamper, Mervin and Rebecca
Klipp, Anne and Todd

Knox, John and Norma
Kruyf, Gerald and Susan
McGarrity, Richard and Noel
Kruyf, Gerald and Susan
McGarrity, Richard and Noel
Medema, Connie
Menkveld, Bruce and Paula
Muller, Bruce and Cobie
Nolen, Charles and Virginia
Pasma, Ted
Pease, Rodney
Pylman, Norman and Janet
Reinders, Don and Beth
Scheeres, Jake and Ann
Schimmelmann, John and Claudia
Schultz, Steven and Elizabeth
Scott, Jean
Scoville, Dave and Bonnie
Smits, Lee and Marcia
Sneller, Mark and Ann
Stegink, Gordon and Barbara
Stegink, Leroy and Anjean
Sytsma, Jim and Ginny
Vandenbrand, Fred and Martha
VanTill, Howard and Betty
VanZytveld, David & Elizabeth
Voetberg, Richard and Patricia
Wakefield, Bill Katz and Susan
Warners, Arlene
Westmaas, Evelyn
Williams, Gary and Linda
Yff, Gloria
Zike, Wilbur and Jane

Wells Club $50 - $99
Bakhuyzen, Simon and Linda
Boice, Gayla
Boonstra, Carol
Cammenga, Cheryl
Chaffee, Donald and Linda
Colber, Myron and Laura Jane
Curran, Jr., Thomas and Tracy
De Jong, Mary
Fuller, Raymond
Fulton, Linda
Gazan, Harold and Nancy
Gerritsen, Mary
Hines, Donald and Sandra
Hoogeboom, Shirley
Huisman, David and Lois
Johnson, Robert and Bernadine
Kammeraad, Carl and Jeanie
Kapitula, Todd and Laura
Karsen, Suzanne
Klinger, Gloria
Kuntzman, Marion
Larson, Pam
Chichester Club $1 - $49
Bandyk, Thomas
Beimers, Lester and Evelyn
Blom, Stanley
Bosscher, Esther
Breuker, James and Sharon
Byrnes, Chrystel
Campanali, Ashley
Cary, Rosemary
Cash Miscellaneous
DeJong, Pearl
DeVries, Ecko and Patricia
Early, Duane and Jeanne
Fortune, Gene
Gebben, Dawn
Gezon, Benjamin and Judith
Gumbko, Brain and Andrea
Gutsell, Jr., Erwin
Hasse, Jeffrey
Hassevoort, Joan
Herrick, James and Glenna
Herring, Vern
Hill, Ruth
Huisman, Howard

Lunde, Doug and Debbie
Michnay, Kenneth
Piccard, Howard and Kathleen
Postma, Janice
Prochnau, Harvey and Judith
Rice, Rodger
Rohwer, Brad and Mary Sue
Rottman, Carol
Schaafsma, Miriam
Schaafsma, Timothy and Krista
Schaner, Charles and Marcia
Stob, Warren and Jean
Sullivan, Jeanie
Tatko Jr., John and Gail
TerBeek, Michael and Lisa
Titchenell, Paul
Uken, Bob and Char
Webster, Richard and
Bart Dahlstrom
Whitney, Marilyn
Witteveen-Lane, Martin and Caralee

Huissen, June
Huizenga, Gertrude
Huizenga, Phil and Marie
Huizinga, Cornelius and Marcia
Johnson-Stream, Nancy
Kartes, Stephen and Barbara
Kelley, Don
Klyn, Marvin
Kruyf, Zachary and Carmen
Kuritz, Paul and Kathleen
LaGrand, Virginia
Magnotta, Mike and Sherrie
Parr, Bill and Judy
Pauze, Rozanne
Quakenbush, John and Janice
Reidsma, Andrew
Ringerwole, Joan
Schmidt, Arthur and Victoria
Scoville, Joseph and Margaret
Steinfort, Mike
Sudak, Sandra
Ten Broek, Lory
Weinrick, Debra

Chichester Club $1 - $49
Wells, Evelyn
Welmers, Carl
Wesseling, Ruth
Wilcoxson, Brent and Debra
Winkle, Bernard and Judy
MEMORIALS

HONORARIUMS

Frank Calsbeek
Kruyf, Gerald and Susan

ln honor of:
Marcy Larson MD
Kent County Medical Foundation

Diet Eman
Kearney, Scott and Nicky
Sher Engbers
Cammenga, Cheryl

ln honor of:
The VanderMolen Family
Johnson-Stream, Nancy

Julie Kuipers
Cammenga, Cheryl

GRANTS RECEIVED
Barnabas Foundation
Thrivent Financial

Andrew Larson
Campanali, Ashley
Doyle, Doug and Shawn

Andy Larson Scholarship Fund
Campanali, Ashley
Doyle, Doug and Shawn

Hoogeboom, Shirley
Johnson-Stream, Nancy

Hoogeboom, Shirley

Charles Witteveen
Witteveen-Lane, Martin and Caralee
Every effort has been made to check for the accuracy of these donations. If
there are any errors or omissions, please email Jane Bosscher at
jbosscher@grcmb.org and it will be corrected in the next program.

Following the Royal Schools of Church Music training scheme, GRCMB
choristers begin their time in our choir as GRCMB Preparatory
Choristers. They work on their music theory and train weekly
alongside our Junior and Senior Choristers, preparing for the day when
they will proudly take their place in the performing choir.

(Not Pictured: Aaron Baas)

GRCMB Advertisers make a difference in our community.
Please support their businesses.

Calder Plaza Building
250 Monroe Ave. N.W., Suite 100
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
F 616.459.6366
P 616.459.7100
www. wuattorneys.com
Effective Advocates · Trusted Counselors

____________________________________________________

The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program
engages Thrivent members in providing grants that
support charitable activities. Members can direct
their Choice Dollars to the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men and Boys.
____________________________________________________

Music at Grand Rapids
Community College
Degrees and certificates in music education, performance,
music therapy, recording technology and digital audio processing.
Accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music.

Take a tour today.
grcc.edu/music

...because as soon as you look away,
I’ll be
making
my
daring
escape!

One of the few predictable things in life is that real life is
unpredictable. That’s why we created our patented COREtec®
waterproof flooring. It’s the perfect fit for real life.

100%

616-662-0140 • www.degraafinteriors.com

Waterproof
Kidproof
Petproof

