23rd Anniversary Season
2012-2013

The Results of Your Ongoing Support
Read What People are Saying
“The achievements of GRCMB are simply
breathtaking.
Congratulations on creating one of
America’s cultural jewels.”
Richard Webster is the Organist & Choirmaster
of Trinity Church, Boston

“This is a very, very special choir you have
here in your midst. I do hope that more and
more people will come to realize how
significant and remarkable the Grand
Rapids Choir of Men & Boys is. A group like
this can transform the lives of the singers,
not to mention the audience.”
Andrew Nethsingha is the Organist &
Choir Master of the Choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge, England

“The particular training to sing
this music has a profound effect
on a young boy’s life. How
affirming it is for me, now in my
fourth year of coming to Grand
Rapids, to find your young
choristers here absorbing this
same confidence. What a joy it
is to work with this choir.”

Martin Neary is the former Organist &
Choir Master of Westminster Abbey & Winchester Cathedral, England

“Lessons and Carols with the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys was a sublime experience.”
Jeff Kaczmarczyk – The Grand Rapids Press

Welcome to the 23rd Season of the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
We are so pleased to have you
as our guests this evening and
to welcome you into our
GRCMB family.
Before this evening’s program
begins, ponder this question
for a moment: Why sing?
Perhaps it is because words sung have the ability to find us
and move us and lift us up in ways that literal meaning can’t.
The question might better be asked: How can we keep from
singing?
Boys who belong to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
learn that it is their obligation and their responsibility to
sing. They learn to express, in the company of others, that
which cannot be expressed in words alone.
GRCMB boys learn that nothing
divides the performer from the
listener. They just happen to be
the one carrying the melody at
that moment. But there are
many others doing the same, a
family, a community of singers.
We all keep the song going
because human beings are born
to sing, and that will never
change.

This is why we spend so much
time and energy teaching our boys
this demanding tradition of choral
music. For it is in the learning,
performing and perfecting of this
great music that our boys begin to
experience an expanded sense of
their own self worth. They realize they are valued and that
they have much to offer the world in which they live. This is
our mission. It’s why we do what we do.

If the singing of our boys blessed you this evening,
won’t you help us continue to Move their Song
Forward into more West Michigan hearts.
Please give as generously as you can.
In return, our boys will give back their gift of song.
In tonight’s program is an envelope
for your Future Giving!

GRCMB Staff
Scott Bosscher – GRCMB Director of Music
A former Choral Scholar of Wells Cathedral Choir,
England, and voice student of Diane Forlano of the
Royal Academy of Music, London, Mr. Bosscher is
passionate about bringing the English Cathedral sound
to Grand Rapids as GRCMB’s Director of Music

Dr. Martin Neary – GRCMB Music Advisor &
Principal Guest Director
Former Organist and Choirmaster of both Westminster
Abbey and Winchester Cathedral, GRCMB is blessed by
Dr. Neary’s ongoing commitment to both GRCMB and
our West Michigan Community. Dr. Neary was just
awarded a Lambeth Doctorate by the Archbishop of
Canterbury this past October. Congratulations, Martin!

Nicholas Palmer – GRCMB Organist
Mr. Palmer serves as the Director of Music for the
Cathedral of St. Andrew in Grand Rapids as well as
organist for the diocese. The choir is blessed to be able
once again to work with Mr. Palmer.

Gwen Hendrikse – GRCMB Accompanist
An active pianist and accompanist across West
Michigan, GRCMB is blessed to have Mrs. Hendrikse now
on our staff. Gwen’s response, “Sitting at the piano on
rehearsal nights I definitely have the best seat in the
house!”

Support Staff
Dr. Kenneth Bos – Principal Organist
Gina Becker – Music Theory Teacher/Rehearsal Assistant
Lori Schimmelmann – Music Theory Teacher/Rehearsal Assistant
Marcia Pylman – Summer Camp Vocal Coach
Chad Dykema – Composer-in-Residence
Jane Bosscher – Business Manager

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2012-13 Choir Roster
Senior Choristers (Decani)
Devin Baab
Brenden Bagnall
Cameron Bruneau
Case Dykstra
Jaden Gani
Jamin Gordon
Aaron Hudock
Lars Lindgren*
Luke VanderKooy**
Christian Voetberg*

Senior Choristers (Cantoris)
Liam Boppel-Iñiguez
Brayden Bower
Marcus Igo*
Isaac Mangione
Joey Schimmelmann*
Benjamin Scofield
Ransom Sipols
Nathan Steinfort
Ryan VanDusen
* Head Chorister
**Senior Head Chorister

Junior Choristers (Decani)
Peter Cuaz
Micah Huisman
Nick Majestic
Stephen Knight

Junior Choristers (Cantoris)
Samuel DeGoffau
Max Ondras
Alexander Scofield
Jack Webb

Counter Tenors (Decani)
Danny Becker
John Hibma
Tom Ryskamp
Thomas Scofield

Counter Tenors (Cantoris)
Steve Barton
Mark Becker
Jay Roback

Tenors (Decani)
Robbie Ellis
Zach Kruyf
Jordan Malone
Bill Reed

Tenors (Cantoris)
John Byl
Chad Dykema
Dan Gordon
Steve Igo
Scott Webb

Baritones (Decani)
David Diephouse
Eric Lindgren
Gordon Stegink
Dan Voetberg
Dick Voetberg
Chuck Witteveen

Basses (Cantoris)
David Boersma
Doug DeVries
Jerry Kruyf
Norm Sneller
Daniel Weinrick

The Perfect Gift for Your Christmas Gift List
A Great Stocking Stuffer
On Sale Here Tonight! $15
Order Online at www.grcmb.com

19 Carols and an Organ Noel provide over
71 minutes of your favorite English Carols!
“The boys approached the recording of each carol with the same
surprise and delight as if each were another present being opened on
Christmas morning.”
Martin Neary

May 2013: The choir will record its second CD
“Favorite Hymns with GRCMB”
Richard Webster Directing
(Organist/ChoirMaster Trinity Church - Boston)

Available Fall 2013

Music for Royal Occasions III

Royal Jubilee
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
Dr. Martin Neary
GRCMB Principal Guest Director & Music Advisor
Nicholas Palmer – Organ
Scott Bosscher – GRCMB Director of Music
St. Andrew’s Cathedral - Grand Rapids
Friday, November 9, 2012 - 7:00 PM
Saturday, November 10, 2012 - 7:00 PM

St. John’s Episcopal Church – Grand Haven
Sunday, November 11, 2012 – 5:00 PM

Although having cast off the concept of
monarchy, it is still an institution which
fascinates Americans. Inspired by
Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee
events of this past summer, Music for
Royal Occasions III explores the
jubilee musically through four centuries
of England’s greatest composers.
While many of England’s kings and
queens celebrated silver jubilees (25 year reigns) Edward I,
Henry VIII and Elizabeth I to name a few, only a handful
made it to gold. During the Middle Ages Henry III and
Edward III managed it, but the modern golden jubilee begins
with George III in 1810. Most Americans will recall the reign
of George III with a little incident of tea being thrown into
Boston Harbor.
Just over three quarters of a century after George III's golden
jubilee, Queen Victoria celebrated her fifty years on the
throne. She and Elizabeth II also claim the unique distinction
of reaching sixty years, and so celebrated diamond jubilees.
Tonight however, with the British Monarchy as framework,
the choir explores and confronts the deeper significance
which jubilee can make in each of our lives.
The concept of jubilee comes from the Hebrew Bible,
wherein all debts were forgiven after 49 years (seven times
seven). Jubilee is God’s call for his people to practice social
justice. The three R’s of jubilee are:
 Release: all slaves and prisoners are set free.
 Relief: all debts are forgiven, wiped clean, erased.
 Renewal: a chance to begin again, fresh, new.

You will notice these themes straight off in tonight’s music.
The opening Brahms anthem declares the blessing of being
renewed and welcomed in the dwelling place of the Lord. As
music from each monarch’s jubilee is visited, we are taken
through 400 years of choral masterworks, guiding us through
the release of asking for forgiveness, relief in being
pardoned, and finally the joy of renewal, of being given a
second chance to begin again. This is “Jubilee.”
Finally, the last movement of the concert celebrates the
jubilee to which all Christians look expectantly—the return
of Christ the King, who will
bring peace, reconciliation,
and justice to the world.
The reign of Christ, the
King of all, brings the
ultimate jubilee.
The concert, thus, prepares us for the approaching season of
Advent, encouraging us to cast our gaze to that final
completion of all things in Christ.

~ Silent Procession of the Choir ~
~ Introit ~
How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place
Psalm 84: 1, 2 & 4

Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)

How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts!
For my soul, it longeth, yea, fainteth for the courts of the Lord;
My soul and body crieth out, yea, for the living God.
Blest are they, O blest are they that dwell within Thy House;
They praise Thy name evermore, they praise Thee.

Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603)

O Lord, Make Thy Servant Elizabeth
Text: Psalm 21 (adapted)

William Byrd
(1540-1623)

O Lord, make thy servant, Elizabeth our Queen,
To rejoice in thy strength; give her her heart's desire,
And deny not the request of her lips;
But prevent her with thine everlasting blessing,
And give her a long life, ev'n forever and ever. Amen.
Blessed Is He
Text: Psalm 32: 1 & 2

Thomas Tomkins
(1572-1656)

Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven,
And whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth no sin,
And in whose spirit there is no guile.

King George III (1760-1820)

Africa
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Now shall my inward joys arise,
And burst into a Song;
Almighty Love inspires my Heart,
And Pleasure tunes my Tongue.
God on his thirsty Sion-Hill
Some Mercy Drops has thrown,
And solemn Oaths have bound his Love
To show'r Salvation down.
Why do we then indulge our Fears,
Suspicions and Complaints?
Is he a God, and shall his Grace
Grow weary of his saints?

William Billings
(1746-1800)

Can a kind Woman e'er forget
The Infant of her Womb,
And 'mongst a thousand tender Thoughts
Her Suckling have no Room?
Yet, saith the Lord, should Nature change,
And Mothers Monsters prove,
Sion still dwells upon the Heart
Of everlasting Love.
Deep on the Palms of both my Hands
I have engrav'd her Name;
My Hands shall raise her ruin'd Walls,
And build her broken Frame.
Zadok the Priest
I Kings 1:38-40

George Frederic Handel
(1685-1759)

Zadok, the Priest, and Nathan, the Prophet,
Anointed Solomon King; and all the people rejoic'd, and said:
God save the King, long live the King,
May the King live forever! Amen! Alleluja!

Queen Victoria (1837-1901)

Wash Me Throughly

Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Psalm 51:2-3

(1810-1876)

Wash me throughly from my wickedness,
And forgive me all my sin.
For I acknowledge my faults and my sin is ever before me.
Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace

S. S. Wesley

Isaiah 26:3

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
Whose mind is stayed on Thee.
The darkness is no darkness with Thee,
But the night is as clear as the day.
The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike.

(1810-1876)

God is light and with Him is no darkness at all.
Oh let my soul live and it shall praise Thee.
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,
For evermore.

Queen Elizabeth II (b.1926)

The Call of Wisdom
Michael Hampel (based on Proverbs 8)

Will Todd
(b. 1970)

Lord of wisdom , Lord of truth,
Lord of justice, Lord of mercy;
Walk beside us down the years till we see you in your glory.
Striving to attain the heights, turning in a new direction,
Entering a lonely place, welcoming a friend or stranger.

I am here, I am with you. I have called: do you hear me?
Silver is of passing worth, gold is not of constant value,
Jewels sparkle for a while; what you long for is not lasting.
Rulers govern under me with my insight and my wisdom.
Those who know me know my love;
Those who seek me find their answer.
God the Father and the Son, Holy Spirit co-eternal.
Glory be ascribed to you, now and to the end of ages.
Great Lord of Lords

Charles Wood

H.R. Bramley

(1866-1926)

Great Lord of Lords, supreme immortal King,
O give us grace to sing Thy praise,
which makes earth, air and heaven to ring.
O Word of God, from ages un-begun, the Father’s only Son,
with Him in power, in substance Thou art one.
O Holy Ghost, whose care doth all embrace.
Thy watch is o’er our race, Thou source of life,
Thou spring of peace and grace.
One living Trinity, One unseen light, All is Thine,
Thy light beholds alike the bounds of depth and height. Amen

O Thou, the Central Orb
H.R. Bramley

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love,
Pure beam of the most High,
Eternal Light of this our wintry world,

Charles Wood
(1866-1926)

Thy radiance bright awakes new joy in faith,
hope soars above.
Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine,
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.
Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move,
As stars about thy throne, set in the height
Of God's ordaining counsel, as Thy sight
Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove.
Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin,
Our nature all shall feel eternal day
In fellowship with thee, transforming day
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.

Offertory
Toccata

Eugène Gigout
(1844 – 1925)
Organ Solo – Martin Neary

Christ the King

Be Still, For the Presence of the Lord

David J. Evans

Indra Hughs

(b.1957)

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here,
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear.
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground,
Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.
Be still for the Glory of the Lord is shining all around,
He burns with holy fire: with splendor he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of Light,
Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place,
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace,
No work too hard for him: in faith receive from him,
Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.
Amen.
There is a Wideness in God’s Mercy
F.W. Faber

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea.
There’s a kindness in his justice
Which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth’s sorrows
Are more felt than up in Heav’n;
There is no place where earth’s failings
Have such kindly judgment giv’n.
For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man’s mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow

Maurice Bevan
(b. 1921)

By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.
There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.
If our love were but more simple,
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be all gladness
In the joy of Christ our Lord.
God is Gone Up!
Edward Taylor

Gerald Finzi
(1901-1956)

God is gone up with a triumphant shout,
The Lord with sounding trumpets' melodies: Sing praise,
Sing praises out, unto our King sing praise seraphicwise!
Lift up your heads, ye lasting doors, they sing,
And let the King of Glory enter in!
Methinks I see heaven's sparkling courtiers fly in flakes of
Glory down Him to attend, and hear heart-cramping notes of
Melody surround His chariot as it did ascend,
Mixing their music, making every string
More to enravish as they this tune sing.

Board Of Directors
Mark Becker, President
Chuck Witteveen, Vice President
Gina Becker
Nicky Halverson
Barb Hoogeboom
Thomas Tuttle
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys would like to give Special Thanks to our
donors who have helped us get our 23rd Season off to a strong start! Won’t you join
with them in supporting the Choir as our year begins to unfold!
Our 501 (c) 3 tax exempt number is 38-2919772
Major Donors – those who have given $5,000 or more since 2008:
Anonymous
Mark and Gina Becker
Lawrence and Virginia Cain
Goldman Sach’s
James and Barbara Hoogeboom

Gerald and Susan Kruyf
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Margaret Stone
Thomas Tuttle

Donations received between February 20 and November 3, 2012
Oxford Club $1,000 - $4,999
John & Deb Byl
Nicky Halverson
Joseph & Margaret Scoville

Cambridge Club $600 - $999
David Diephouse

London Club $250 - $599
David & Donna Boersma

Robert Roth

Ruth Stevens & Tom Stellard

Chad & Kathryn Dykema

Ivars & Mudite Sipols

Ted & Myra Zwiep

Mark & Marian Hunt

Timothy & Jessica Sipols

Secchia Family Foundation

Stephen Barton

Keith & Benita Fredlund

Gordon & Barbara Stegink

Nathan Boersma

Greg & Susan Mangione

David Stocking

Winchester Club $100 - $249

Winchester Club $100 - $249 continued
Randall & Anne Christenson

Larry & Nancy Medema

Peter P DeBoer

Kim S. Mitchell

Margaret Fausone

Annette Stachowitz

Scott & Janice Vanderkooy

Wells Club $50 - $99
John & Claire Bryson

Floyd & Caron Farmer

Doris Scofield

Charles & Linda Buitendyk

Lyle & Mary Forcia

Mary Stanley

David Custer

Marilyn Knapp

Brian Steenbergen

Howard & Kathleen Ebers Piccard

Michael Knierim

Leroy & Anjean Stegink

Maxine Battjes

Cornelius & Marcia Huizinga

Nancy Powell

Lester & Evelyn Beimers

Marvin Huizingh

Harvey & Judith Prochnau

Darren & Amanda Breen

Keith Hunt

Dorothy Squair

Frances Cox

Constance M Jones

Jack & Jane Van Zytveld

Harold and Joan Dewitt

Benn Leavenworth

David & Teri Warners

Michelle Downer

Paul Madison

Ruth Wierenga

Jeanne Farrer

Mark Mainero

Gladys Wierenga

Susanne Grassmid

J. William & Beverly Morrison

Joan Hassevoort

Marva Netherland

Chichester Club $10 - $49

Join us for Lessons & Carols this Christmas
Sunday December 9th Time 5PM
Christ Memorial Church, 595 Graafschap Road, Holland
Friday December 14th, 7PM
St Andrew's Cathedral, 265 Sheldon Ave, Grand Rapids
Saturday December 15th, 7PM
St Andrew's Cathedral, 265 Sheldon Ave, Grand Rapids
Sunday December 16th, 7PM
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 1006 Third St., Muskegon

Does your son have what it takes to become a
GRCMB Chorister?
Does your son love to sing?


rd

th

GRCMB has a choir full of boys, 3 through 8 grade,
who would love to sing with him.

Do you value a strong music education?


GRCMB follows the British Royal Schools of Music Training Scheme. Boys
progress through seven RSCM levels of music theory earning bronze medals
as they succeed.

Did you know GRCMB boys train regularly with the world’s top choir
trainers?





Martin Neary – Westminster Abbey, London - England
Andrew Nethsingha – St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge – England
Richard Webster – Trinity Church, Boston – USA
Jonathan Willcocks – Royal Academy of Music, London - England

GRCMB makes it home at Grand
Rapids Community College.
Would you like to visit a practice?
To find out more:


Website: www.grcmb.com



Phone: Scott Bosscher at
616.460.0598
Email: scottbosscher@grcmb.com



The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys wishes to express appreciation to the
GRCC Music Department for all they do to support music in our community
and for allowing us the privilege to call GRCC home. The Grand Rapids Choir
of Men & Boys also thanks the Cathedral of St Andrew for their support of the
Arts and Worship in our city.

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!
The Grand Rapid Choir of Men and
Boy’s artistic, education, and
community programs would not be
possible without the generous
support of these companies.
If you would like to join these
sponsors to advertise your business
in future programs, please email us.
info@grcmb.com
or look on our website
www.grcmb.com

Technology Consultants
www.cdh.com
616.776.1600
We proudly sponsor the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys
as part of our commitment
to family and the arts.

West Michigan’s premiere resource for
hearing health products and services.
Dr. Susan Haveman-Kruyf, Au.D.
Director of Audiology

Proudly Supports the
Grand Rapids Choir
of Men and Boys

