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Welcome to the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys’
27th Annual Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols

Welcome to the Season of Advent! It’s an understatement to say that
God is a God of surprises, but it’s true. Theologian and novelist
Frederick Buechner reflects that while we can easily see tragedy in the
stories of scripture, we must also see their comedy: “What shouldn’t
happen, what couldn’t possibly happen . . . happens!”— like the
resurrection, like the wayward son welcomed home again, like the birth
of Abraham and Sarah’s son Isaac, Advent should leave our faces
streaked with tears of laughter at ourselves for thinking we had God
figured out! But Abraham and Sarah are Advent pillars not only
because grace broke into their lives, but also because they trusted the
God who made the promise. We find God in surprising moments of
grace, and we also find God in the experiences that call for patient
waiting and trust.
Waiting is not the strong suit of many of us in our hurry-up culture.
Everything is urgent. Hope is foreign to people who expect quick
relief, cures, and solutions. We struggle to guard Advent jealously
because popular culture short-circuits this season of hope. We are
tempted to go directly to celebrating Christmas without getting in
touch with the part of ourselves that is longing, hoping, and trusting.

Waiting is also difficult because we’re forced to admit that we are not
in control—God is. But we can rest in the meaning of Advent which
further tells us that not only is God in control, but God is with us.
Embracing God won’t guarantee us a smooth ride, though. Look at
Mary & Joseph’s difficult journey: first, they had to travel to Bethlehem
late in Mary’s pregnancy (Luke 2:1–6). Have you ever tried riding a
donkey? Now imagine doing so nine month’s pregnant! Later, they had
to flee to Egypt with the baby when their lives were in danger (Matthew
2:13–23).
Trusting God will also not promise us a season free of anxiety and
worry. Imagine how Mary must have worried about what was ahead
for her beloved child revealed to her first by shepherds who left her
pondering the news in her heart (Luke 2:16–19), then at the Temple
by the prophet Simeon, who spoke to her of the sorrowful times ahead:
“A sword will pierce your soul too” (Luke 2:22–35).
Hope. What the Advent story can offer us is a remarkable and
inspiring example of courage in the face of adversity, patience in the
face of uncertainty, and hope beyond hope that the impossible is
indeed possible. Mary stood with her son as he was crucified (John
19:25–27); she stood with his fearful followers who huddled after his
death (Acts 1:13–14). She knew that the story wasn’t over yet. And she
was right.
So, thank you for coming tonight! Tonight is GRCMB’s second of four
themed programs this season telling and singing these stories of
scripture. It is what this choir does and we thank you again for claiming
GRCMB as “Your Choir.” We will continue to work hard to live up to
this honor and to fulfill your expectations. It is your continued
support that keeps this song of love alive.
Now take a moment to quiet your heart and mind. Throughout
tonight’s program, the choir will explore the Advent and Christmas
story. Trust that our own stories aren’t finished, either, no matter what
challenges or wounds burden us this season. All things remain possible
with God. This is the miracle of Advent and all things are possible
is the nature of the God we serve and for whom we now sing.
(Adapted from Loyola Press 2016)
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~ Words of Welcome ~
~ Introit I ~
Silent Night

Words: W.G. Rothery (1755-1803) Music: Franz Gruber (1787-1863)
Arranged: Alan Ridout (1934-1996)
Silent night, holy night, Starry skies beaming bright,
Guard the Virgin Mother Mild, Watching o’er the Holy Child,
Sleeping in Heavenly Grace.
Silent night, holy night, Shepherds lone, hail the light,
Hark the wondrous angel throng, Hail the morn with joyful song,
Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night, God’s dear Son, bringeth light,
Saving us from sin’s dark thrall, Giving life and light to all,
Christ the Light of the world.

~ Processional ~
In Dulci Jubilo
Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984)

~ Introit II ~
Good Christian Men Rejoice - (In Dulci Jubilo)

Words: Heinrich Seuse (1295-1366) Johann Michael Bach (1648-1694)
Trans: John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
Good Christian men, rejoice with heart and soul, and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Ox and ass before Him bow; and He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all, to gain His everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Once in Royal David's City

Words: C.F. Alexander (1818-95)

H.J. Gauntlett (1805-76)
Arranged: Philip Stopford (b. 1977)

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.
For he is our childhood's pattern, day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew:
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

~ Bidding Prayer ~
The congregation shall be bidden to prayer.
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight
to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the
babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the
glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood
within the Church he came to build.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name,
the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the sick and
them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little
children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or love him not, or
who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:
All: Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done; On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, Forever and ever. Amen.

Gerard van Honthorst (1622)

~ Bidding Carol ~
On Christmas Night
(Sussex Carol)

Words & Music: English Traditional

Arr: Philip Ledger (1937-2012)

On Christmas night all Christians sing,
To hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King's birth.

Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?
When sin departs before His grace,
Then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing
All for to see the new-born King.
All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
"Glory to God and peace to men,
Now and for evermore, Amen!"

~ First Lesson ~
Genesis 3:8-15

God announces in the Garden of Eden
that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head.
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the
Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, “Where art thou?”
And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid, because
I was naked; and I hid myself.”
And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of
the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” And
the man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I did eat.”
And the Lord God said unto the woman, “What is this that thou has
done?” And the woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”
And the Lord God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field;
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy
life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Words: 15th Century

Adam Lay Ybounden

Richard Webster (b. 1952)

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond:
Four thousand winter thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took,
As clerkès finden written in their book.
Nè had the apple taken been, the apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady a been heavenè queen.
Blessèd be the time that apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen, Deo gracias!

(moun = now, Deo gracias = Thanks be to God!)

~ Second Lesson ~
Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham
that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the
second time, and said, “By myself have I sworn,” saith the Lord, “for
because thou has done this thing, and has not withheld thy son: that in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my
voice.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sans Day Carol

Words: Cornish Trad. Carol

Arranged by Philip Stopford (b.1948)

Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,
And Mary bore Jesus who was wrapped up in silk.
Refrain: And

Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,
And the first tree of the greenwood it was the holly.
Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,
And Mary bore Jesus who died on the cross.
(Refrain)

Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,
And Mary bore Jesus who died for us all.
(Refrain)

Now the holly bears a berry as blood is it red,
Then trust we our Saviour who rose from the dead.
(Refrain)

~ Third Lesson ~
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace. Of the 'increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

In the Bleak Midwinter

Words: Christina Rossetti

Richard Allain (b. 1965)

In the bleak mid-winter, Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels May have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim Thronged the air;
But only his mother In her maiden bliss
Worshipped the Beloved With a kiss.
What can I give Him, Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man I would do my part;
Yet what I can, I give Him, Give my heart.

~ Fourth Lesson ~
Micah 5
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.
But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting. Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she
which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren
shall return unto the children of Israel. And he shall stand and feed in
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his
God; and shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the
earth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem

Words: P. Brooks (1835-93)

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1869-1941)

(Verses 1 & 2 - Choir & Congregation)
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to-night.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep the Angels keep their watch of wondering
love.
(Verse 3 – Choir Only)
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His Heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.
(Verse 4 - Choir & Congregation)
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray!
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us to-day.
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Tomorrow Shall Be My dancing Day

Traditional Words

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day;
I would my true love did so chance
To see the legend of my play,
To call my true love to my dance;
Chorus
Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love,
This have I done for my true love.
Then was I born of a virgin pure,
Of her I took fleshly substance
Thus was I knit to man's nature
To call my true love to my dance. (Chorus)
In a manger laid, and wrapped I was
So very poor, this was my chance
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass
To call my true love to my dance. (Chorus)
Then afterwards baptized I was;
The Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My Father’s voice heard I from above,
To call my true love to my dance. (Chorus)

John Gardner (1917-2011)

~ Fifth Lesson ~
Luke 1: 26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, “Hail, thou that art
highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among
women.” And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and
cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.
And the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou has found
favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the
house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not
a man?” And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.” And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the
Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” And the angel departed
from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

~ Rocking ~
Text: Czech Carol
Music: Czech Traditional
Trans: P. Dearmer (1867-1936) Arr: Edward Higginbottom (b. 1946)
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir; We will lend a coat of fur,
We will rock you, rock you, rock you. (Repeat)
See the fur to keep you warm, Snugly round your tiny form.
Mary’s little baby, sleep, sweetly sleep, sleep in comfort, slumber deep.
We will rock you, rock you, rock you. (Repeat)
We will serve you all we can, Darling, darling little man.

~ Sixth Lesson ~
Luke 2: 1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caeser Augustus, that the whole world should be taxed. And all went
to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that,
while she was there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Traditional Words

The Seven Joys of Mary

Music: English Traditional
Arranged: Stephen King
The first good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of one;
To see the blessèd Jesus Christ when he was first her son:
When he was first her son, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.

The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of two;
To see her own son, Jesus Christ, to make the lame to go:
To make the lame to go, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.
The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of three;
To see her own son Jesus Christ, to make the blind to see:
To make the blind to see, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.
The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of four;
To see her own son Jesus Christ, to read the Bible o’er:
To read the Bible o’er, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.
The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of five;
To see her own son Jesus Christ, to bring the dead alive:
To bring the dead alive, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.
The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of six;
To see her own son Jesus Christ, upon the crucifix:
Upon the crucifix, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.
The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of sev’n;
To see her own son Jesus Christ, to wear the crown of heav’n:
To wear the crown of heav’n, good man; and blessed may he be,
Both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to all eternity.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Words: C.Wesley (1707-1788)
Words: G.Whitefield (1714-1770)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Arr. David Willcocks (b.1919)

(Verse 1 - Choir & Congregation)
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

(Verse 2 – Choir Only)
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.
(Verse 3 - Choir & Congregation)
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

~ Seventh Lesson ~
Luke 2: 8-16
The shepherds go to the manger.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.” And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another,
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come
to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Words: John Rutter

Shepherd’s Pipe Carol

John Rutter (b. 1945)

Going through the hills on a night all starry
On the way to Bethlehem,
Far away I heard a shepherd boy piping
On the way to Bethlehem.
Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
Dance and sing for joy that Christ the newborn King
Is come to bring us peace on earth and he’s lying
Cradled there at Bethlehem.
Tell me shepherd boy piping tunes so merrily
On the way to Bethlehem,
Who will hear your tunes on these hills so lonely
On the way to Bethlehem.
Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
Dance and sing for joy that Christ the newborn King
Is come to bring us peace on Earth and he’s lying
Cradled there at Bethlehem.
None may hear my pipes on these hills so lonely
On the way to Bethlehem;
But a King will hear me play sweet lullabies When I get to Bethlehem.
Angels in the sky came down from on high
Hovered o'er the manger where the Babe was lying
Cradled in the arms of His mother Mary
Sleeping now at Bethlehem.

Where is this new King, shepherd boy piping merrily,
Is He there at Bethlehem?
I will find him soon by the star shining brightly
In the sky o'er Bethlehem.
Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
Dance and sing for joy that Christ the newborn King
Is come to bring us peace on Earth and he’s lying
Cradled there at Bethlehem.
May I come with you shepherd boy piping merrily,
Come with you to Bethlehem,
Pay my homage too at the new King’s cradle,
Is it far to Bethlehem
Angels in the sky brought this message nigh:
Dance and sing for joy that Christ the infant King
Is come this night and born in a stable lowly
born for you at Bethlehem.

~ Eighth Lesson ~
Matthew 2: 1-11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the King, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ
should be born. And they said unto him, “In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem in the land of
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.”
Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young child;
and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come
and worship him also.”

When they had heard the king, they departed; and lo, the star, which
they saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where
the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy.
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child
with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Words: 15 Century
th

A Babe is Born

William Mathias (1934-1992)

A babe is born all of a may,
To bring salvation unto us.
To him we sing both night and day.
Veni creator Spiritus. (Come, Creator Spirit)
At Bethlehem, that blessed place,
The child of bliss now born he was;
And him to serve God give us grace,
O lux beata Trinitas. (O light, blessed Trinity)
There came three kings out of the East,
To worship the King that is so free,
With gold and myrrh and frank incense,
A solis ortus cardine. (From the sun’s rising)
A fair song that night sung they
In worship of that child:
Gloria tibi Domine. (Glory to you, Lord)
A babe is born all of a may,
To bring salvation unto us.
To him we sing both night and day.
Veni creator Spiritus, (Come, Creator Spirit)
O lux beata Trinitas, (O light, blessed Trinity)
A solis ortus cardine, (From the sun’s rising)
Gloria tibi Domine. (Glory to you, Lord)
Noel!

~ Offertory ~
Noel Grand Jeu en duo

Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Your prayerful and generous support helps to keep the ministry
of the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys strong and vibrant.
If we are to keep this tradition alive we must teach and inspire
the next generation standing and singing before you tonight.
Take a good look, be moved and make this investment with us.
Please use the attached envelope to consider GRCMB as you
complete your 2016 year-end charitable giving.
Please sign our email registry
to receive future concert information.

~ Ninth Lesson ~
(Please stand for the Gospel reading)

John 1: 1-14
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was
made.
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth
in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John.

The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men
through him might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear
witness of that light. That was the true light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the world knew him not.
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amoung us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

What Grace Is This
Words: Laurie Gauger (b. 1965)

Music: G.A. Hennig (b.1966)
Arranged: Dr. Larry Visser (b. 1962)

What grace is this! My Lord and King
Has set his face to suffering.
The Son eternal dies to bring
Eternal life to me.
What grace is this - that very God
Would stoop to lift a cross of wood
And walk a road of rock and blood,
A sinner’s road, for me.
What grace is this! Though Lord of all,
he yields to Pontius Pilate’s law
And lets the Roman hammers draw
A rush of blood for me.
What grace is this! Rude agonies!
With common thieves he hangs and bleeds.
The sinless Son bears each misdeed.
He pays for all, for me.

What grace is this! Once wrapped in cloths
And gently laid in manger-trough,
He’s taken, dead, from wretched cross
And wrapped again for me.
What grace is this? How can it be?
He wears this raw humility
To lift me to eternity.
Such grace—sweet grace—for me.

Minister: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with thy spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

~ Closing Prayer ~
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth
of thy only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for
our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he
shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

~ A Prayer For Our Nation ~
Lord Jesus,

Words: Lisa Sharon Harper (adapted)

Tonight we recount your walking among us. You were born and lived
in days much more grave than ours. You know something about
confronting the kingdoms of men. You know something about
answering the calls of a people desperately crying out for shalom —
for peace, for justice, for equity, for the radical wellness of all
relationships in creation.
We are a wounded nation. We have sustained the crackling lash of
racist rhetoric. We have weathered the assault of hashtags and
legislative stalemates, and policies that threatened the wellbeing of
marginalized people “image bearers of God” living both inside and
beyond our borders. Worst, we have witnessed before our very eyes
the corruption of our Christian faith — the exploitation of your
scriptures which crushes the image of God on earth.

Lord Christ, please stand with us as you stood with a displaced Joseph;
comfort and gird us for the long journey ahead. Use this time to deepen
your church’s discipleship — to teach us not to rely on the power of
empire to bring your kingdom to earth. Make us creative in our
resistance to injustice. Fill us with love, and laughter, and joy, and life,
and help us not to grow weary in doing good.
God give us glimpses of your shalom in the days to come. Show us
your power by shining your light into our darkness. Show us the power
of your voice — you speak and chaos is halted in its tracks. You
confront the kingdoms of men and call forth the image of God in your
people. Call forth all humanity to exercise stewardship of your created
world. Empower each of us to see and connect with each other.
Heal us, Lord. Connect us, Lord. Give us courage to resist. Help us to
understand that while confronting something proved is easy,
embracing truth through faith takes enormous work. Then, empower
us to walk forward with faith in the belief that through you and with
you, your Kingdom will be re-established in us.
ALL: Amen.

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Oakeley, Brooke
Anon. 1700’s – Arr. David Willcocks (b.1919)
(Choir & Congregation)
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n,
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

~ Postlude ~

Organ Flourish on “Joy to the World”
Michael C. Dell

If you enjoyed the Chistmas program sung by the choir
this evening, please call or email your family & friends
and encourage them to join us for another of this
season’s five perfromances of Lessons & Carols. We
would love to share this music and messgae fully with
our West Michigan community. Your personal
invitations help to spread the news. Thank
you….GRCMB

The Power of Your Giving:
The Values You Cherish
Can Continue Now & After You are Gone.

Create an Ongoing Living Legacy of Faith
for our West Michigan Community by gifting
GRCMB’s Music & Christian Programs
Such giving techniques are called "planned gifts", because with thoughtful
planning, you create win-win solutions for you and for us together as your
extended West Michigan family.
 Designate a gift in your will or living trust: if the singing of the
choir is a blessing in your life, include GRCMB in your estate
planning.
 Giving from your retirement accounts: a charitable gift (distribution)
from your IRA can be used to satisfy your minimum distribution
requirement. Giving to GRCMB qualifies for this gift.
 Year-end giving: please consider GRCMB as you finalize your 2016
charitable giving. Keep the song alive!
For tax purposes: GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) 3 registered non-profit organization.
Contributions to the Choir are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
The Choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2016-2017 Roster

Senior Choristers
Gabriel Benedict
Ben Boelens ++
Cameron Bruneau
Ian Brown
Xander Brown +
Peter Cuaz +
Daniel Doyle

Senior Choristers
Micah Huisman +
Brayden Janisch
Stephen Knight +
Andy Larson
Simeon Maloley
Alexander Scofield
Nathan Steinfort

Junior Choristers
Finneus Burghart
Finnian Cuaz
Ian Day
Eric Johnson
Peter Larson
Skylar MacAllister

Junior Choristers
Christian Maloley
Ben Peterson
Benji Smith
Charlie Vander Hoff
Jacob Voetberg

Preparatory Choristers
Omar Bakir
Roland Harriger
Coby Johnson
Conner Kelley

Preparatory Choristers
Grayson Knight
Carey Roback
Colt Rockwell
Ben Van Wienen

Counter Tenors
John Hoyer
Brennen Kartes
Bob Reed

Counter Tenors
Jay Roback
Joe Schimmelmann
Thomas Scofield

Tenors
John Byl
Jake Herrera
Steve Johnson
Collin Lewis

Tenors
Bill Reed
Evan Smith
Michael Steinfort

Baritone
David Diephouse
Dick Voetberg
Dan Voetberg
Daniel Weinrick
Chuck Witteveen
Joseph Vig

Basses
David Boersma
Doug DeVries
John Hibma
Jerry Kruyf
Dan Natelborg

+ = Head Choristers
++ = Senior Head Chorister

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys Staff
Scott Bosscher: Director of Music

A former Choral Scholar of Wells Cathedral
Choir, England, and voice student of Diane
Forlano of the Royal Academy of Music,
London, Mr. Bosscher is passionate about
bringing the English Cathedral sound to Grand
Rapids as GRCMB’s Director of Music.

Dr. Martin Neary: Associate Director

Former Organist and Choirmaster of both
Westminster Abbey and Winchester Cathedral,
GRCMB is blessed by Dr. Neary’s ongoing
commitment to both GRCMB and our West
Michigan Community. Dr. Neary was recently
awarded a Lambeth Doctorate by the Arch Bishop of Canterbury

Dr. Kenneth Bos: Organist

Dr. Bos is well-known as a pianist, organist,
and accompanist in western Michigan. He is on
faculty at Grand Rapids Community College
where he serves as Music Department
Accompanist. He is organist and Director of
Music at Calvin CRC. With degrees from
Calvin & the U of M, Dr. Bos holds a PHD in
piano performance from Michigan State
University.

Gwen Hendrikse: Rehearsal Pianist

An active pianist and accompanist across
West Michigan, GRCMB is blessed to have
Mrs. Hendrikse now on our staff. Gwen’s
response, “Sitting at the piano on rehearsal
nights I definitely have the best seat in the
house!”

Lori Schimmelmann: GRCMB Summer Camp Instructor
Marcia Pylman: GRCMB Summer Camp Vocal Coach
Jane Bosscher: Business Manager

27th Season (2016-17)
Guest Conductors
Dr. Martin Neary, now in his

tenth year as GRCMB’s Associate
Director of Music, has returned to
take residency once again this month
to train and lead the choir in a series
of concerts.
Former
Director
of
Music
Westminster Abbey (1988-1999) and
Winchester Cathedral (1972-1987)
Dr. Neary’s devotion and dedication
to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys has been transformative in
the life of the choir. We look forward to what is always a challenging
and exciting time of music making.

Dr. Richard Webster returns

to Grand Rapids for the third time
this December (2016) to take
residency with the Choir of Men &
Boys to train and lead the Choir’s
much loved series of “Nine
Lessons & Carols.” These
performances with Dr. Webster are
not to be missed.
Richard Webster is an internationally
known composer, church musician,
choral conductor and organist. He has been Director of Music and
Organist at Trinity Church, Copley Square, Boston since 2010, having
served the previous five years as Associate Director of Music.
Scott Bosscher, GRCMB’s Director of Music since 2001, counts as
one of his greatest life blessings, the six years he & son Ryan sang
weekly for Dr. Webster in the Choir of Men & Boys at St. Luke’s,
Evanston, Illinois.

The Choir Announces the Release of its New & 4th CD.
Stunning New Carols Recorded this Past January.
On Sale Here at The back of the Cathedral
& Online at www.grcmb.org - $15.00

Personal & Famous Quotes
Which Inspire our GRCMB Ministry
“The child is not likely to find a father in God, unless he finds
something of God in his father.”
(Robert Ingersoll)
“Don’t wait to make your son a great man…make him a great boy”
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For
what the Father does, that the Son does likewise.”
(John 5:19)
When the father gives to the son, both laugh; when the son gives to
his father, both cry.”
(William Shakespeare)
______________________________________________________
Quotes by our GRCMB Boys
“I love GRCMB choir because there are so many boys there like me
who love to sing.”
“When I open my mouth to sing in the choir I feel like my heart pours
out.”
______________________________________________________
Quotes by our GRCMB Parents
“That my sons can be exposed to such ‘high-level’ music at such a
young age is truly a gift.”
“With tears in my eyes I sit and listen to my son sing tonight. You have
given him a glimpse of the Divine.”
“Four years ago, I brought you a fidgety small boy. You have given me
back a young man who can say: “Mozart’s cool.” Deo gratias.”
______________________________________________________
Quotes by our GRCMB Audiences
“GRCMB has such amazing technique…but we forget to notice
because we get lost in the spiritual place they bring us.”
“The Choir’s repertoire is unmatched by any other choir in town!”
“We have your new CD in the car and can’t stop playing it. My
husband and I fight over whose car it lives in.”
“Still thinking about last night’s concert…the future seems much
brighter this morning.”

Here are the Results of Your Ongoing Support...
Read What Professional Musicians are Saying
“The achievements of GRCMB are
simply breathtaking.
Congratulations on creating one of
America’s cultural jewels.”
Richard Webster is the Organist &
Choirmaster of Trinity Church, Boston

“This is a very, very special choir you
have here in your midst. I do hope that
more and more people will come to
realize
how
significant
and
remarkable the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys is. A group like this can
transform the lives of the singers, n to
mention the audience.”
Andrew Nethsingha is the Organist &
Choir Master of the Choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge, England

“The particular training to
sing this music has a
profound effect on a young
boy’s life. How affirming it is
for me, now in my eighth
year of coming to Grand
Rapids, to find your young
choristers here absorbing
this same confidence. What a joy it is to work with this choir.”
Martin Neary is the former Organist & Choir Master of Westminster Abbey &
Winchester Cathedral, England.

“Lessons and Carols with the GrandRapids Choir of
Men & Boys was a sublime experience.”
Jeff Kaczmarczyk – The Grand Rapids Press

“I am enjoying the Grand Rapids Choir
of Men and Boys more and more. I love the sound
and enjoy thinking of those boys making such
wonderful music. You have done and are doing a
great thing in Grand Rapids.”
John Wustman – Pianist & Vocal Coach of Luciano Pavarotti

Board of Directors
Barb Hoogeboom, President
Nicky Kearney, Treasurer
Scott Bosscher
Ellen Bylsma

Beth Ann Fausone
Elise Glettler
Lori Schimmelmann

Major Donors those who have given $5,000 or more since 2008
Anonymous
Mark and Gina Becker
Lawrence and Virginia Cain
Mark and Marty Campbell
Daniel and Pamella DeVos
David Diephouse
John Hibma
Jim and Barb Hoogeboom
Jay and Janice Hidalgo

Scott and Nicky Kearney
Gerald and Susan Kruyf
Robert and Nancy Lamberts
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Margaret Stone
Gayle Ruisard (the Estate of)
Thomas and Elizabeth Tuttle
Charles and Carol Witteveen
Matching Employer
Goldman Sachs

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys would like to give Special Thanks to our
donors who have help us begin our 27th Season! Won't you join with them in
supporting the Choir?
Donations received this fiscal year - July 1, 2016 to December 1, 2016
Oxford Club $1,000 - $4,999
Keller, Fred
Van Dellen, Sharon
Cambridge Club $600 - $999
Peterson, Jonathan and Beth
Matching Employer
News Corp Giving
London Club $250 - $599
Adams, Clara May
Blom, John and Sharon
Boersma, David and Donna Wisse Boersma
Bolinder, Scott and Jill
Caris, Ted and Jeannie
Dragt, Alexander and Lavonne
Drukker, Bruce and Esther
Dykema, Chad and Kate

Farmer, Floyd and Caron
Hunt, Mark and Marian
Ploegstra, Henry
Rogers, Ron and Joyce
Vander Wal, Robert and Barbara
Vanmanen, Robert and Sandra
Vig, Joseph
Zwiep, Myra

Winchester Club $100 - 249
Baird, Robert and Ingrid
Baron, Stephen and Cynthia
Beck, Marcella
Brasser, Dennis and Mary
Buffham, Charles and Sandra
Byl, John and Deb
Daining, Douglas and Janice
Day, Ron and Dee
DeVries, Leroy and Jean
Durfey, Miles and Eleanor
Evearitt, Bob and Dee
Fitzgerald, John Gregory
Fuller, Raymond
Galien, Linda
Godlewski, Thomas and Susan
Heerema, Jacob and Marian
Heerspink, Janice
Heetderks, Dewey and Marilyn
Hibma, Tim and Cindy
Hoisington, Michael and Linda
Hoogeboom, Marjorie
Kammeraad, Carl and Jean
Kamper, Mervin and Rebecca
Kindschi, Douglas and Barbara
Klanderman, Bruce H
Klinger, Gloria
Knol, Jody and Aleda
Knox, John and Norma
Chichester Club $5 - 99
Avink, Richard and Joanne
Banner, James and Cynthia
Bardolph, Elaine
Beimers, Lester and Evelyn
Bergsma, Luella
Bernhardy, Barbara
Biegert, Eugene and Suzanne
Boice, Gayla
Bom, Anthoinette
Boonstra, Carol
Bosscher, Esther
Cary, Rosemary
Charnley, Iain and Kalie

Kooistra, C Scott and Susan
Krhovsky, Adele
Kruyf, Gerald and Susan
Magán, Michael and Mary
Menkveld, Bruce and Paula
Nagel, Linda
Pearce, Norman and Beth
Peters, Nancy
Post, William and Florence
Pylman, John and Marcia
Pylman, Norman and Janet
Reinders, Don and Beth
Rohwer, Milton and Barbara
Ryskamp, Annemarieke
Scheeres, Jake and Ann
Stegink, Gordon and Barbara
Sytsma, Jim and Ginny
Tully, John and Cheryl
Tuuk, Jonathon
Van Andel, Phyllis
Van Oss, Bruce and Kathleen
Vander Linde, Donald and Donna
VanderHoff, Ryan
VanTill, Howard and Betty
Voetberg, Richard and Patricia
Warners, Arlene
Weinrick, Debra

Christenson, Randy and Anne
Curran, Jr., Thomas and Tracy
De Jong, Mary
DeJong, Pearl
DeVries, Ecko and Patricia
Diephouse. Amy
Doersam, Eleanor
Donovan, Marva
Dykstra, Earl and Lois
Early, Duane and Jeanne
Fortune, Gene
Foster, William and Joan
Gerritsen, Mary

Chichester Club $5 - 99 continued
Grassmid, Susanne
Groenenboom, Steve and Carla
Groff, Nella
Hardies, Judith
Herrick, James and Glenna
Herring, Vern
Hoopingarner, Donald and Dorothy
Justema, Brian and Wendy
Karsen, Suzanne
Kartes, Stephen and Barbara
Kirvan, Dave and Mary
Klooster, Leona
Klyn, Marvin
Knierim, Michael
Knight, Jim and Cheryl
Kort, Wesley and Phyllis
Kuritz, Paul and Kathleen
Lane, Marguerite
Lunde, Debbie
Michnay, Kenneth
Olson, Garry and Charlotte
Papranec, Paul and Dianne
Parr, Bill and Judy
Pastoor, Evelyn
Penhallegon, Richard and Karen
Piccard, Howard and Kathleen
Postema, Ruth

Prochnau, Harvey and Judith
Ray, David and Kathleen
Rohwer, Brad and Mary Sue
Sanchez, Carol
Schakel, Peter
Schmidt, Arthur and Victoria
Schoff, Ruth E
Scofield, Doris
Smits, Lee and Marcia
Sparks, Mary Ellen
Steenbergen, Brian
Stob, Warren
Sundman, Ethel 2
Tenbroek, Lory
Uken, Bob and Char
Van Heuvelen, Marvin and Lois
Van Meurs, Elizabeth
Van Zytveld, Jack and Jane
Vanderlaan, Douglas and Karen
Veenstra, Charlotte
Webster, Richard
Wiersma, Marilyn
Wilcox, Patricia
Winkle, Bernard and Judy
Winters, Jan
Woolsey, William and Diane

Every effort has been made to check for the accuracy of these donations, if there are
any errors or omissions please email Jane Bosscher at jbosscher@grcmb.org and it
will be corrected in the next program.

Our Services

SERVICE EXPRESS, INC.

•

Service Express, Inc. (SEI) specializes in post-warranty
maintenance of mission critical servers, storage and
networking equipment. SEI’s flexible service simplifies
coverage, reduces downtime and provides cost savings
of 30% or more over OEM costs.

•
•
•
•

CONTACT US

Post-Warranty Maintenance for:
- Servers, Storage, and Networking
Hardware Solutions
Data Center Relocations Services
OS Support
Time and Material Services

800-940-5585 | info@seiservice.com | seiservice.com

We are proud to be sponsors of the Grand
Rapids Choir of Men and Boys!
616.363.9801
www.mbce.com

Having trouble hearing these lovely voices? Don’t hesitate to call your local Beltone office to schedule your FREE hearing screening. You won’t regret it!!
Brennen Kartes,
Hearing Healthcare Practitioner &
Proud member of this ensemble!

(616)-464-1974
bkartes@beltone-westmich.com

6161 28th St. SE, Suite 4
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

BOB & LISA NOVOSAD
PROUDLY SUPPORTING
THE ARTS

616-575-0140
Team@NovosadRE.com
630 Kenmoor, Suite 101 Grand Rapids, MI 49546 | Each office is independently owned and operated.

VAN DELLEN STEEL, INC.
Structural Steel Fabricators Since 1968

6945 Dutton Industrial Drive • Dutton, MI 49316
T 616.698.9950 • F 616.698.7832
C 616.485.8278 • www.vandellensteel.com

Sharon Van Dellen

Co-Owner/Co-Chair Board of Directors
Roaniehhi@yahoo.com

Contact us at 616-451-7041

Do you know a struggling reader?
Research and evidence-based reading programs.
Real results. Get started now.

4467 Cascade Road SE, Suite 4471, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-856-7262
info@readingsuccessplus.com | www.readingsuccessplus.com

Based in Grand Rapids, we are three professional singers who were
convened in 2011 by our founder, the late Linn Maxwell Keller, to celebrate the
beautiful and timeless music of Hildegard of Bingen. We also perform other
medieval vocal music treasures including Gregorian chant, Spanish and French
pilgrimage music, and French, German, and English motets and carols. The
Hildegard Singers have been invited to appear in concerts and at conferences in
Michigan, Florida, England, and Wales.

Proud to support the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys
Gerald J. Kruyf and Susan J. Haveman-Kruyf
Original Oil Painting by Laurra Fitzgerald

