Grand Rapids Choir
of Men & Boys
28th Season
Nine Lessons & Carols ~ 2017

Mark your calendars now for this season’s
remaining concerts & always invite friends to
join you! Help spread the word.

March - Lenten Meditations
Lenten Meditations with the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys is
not to be missed. Featuring readings and anthems surrounding the
Passion of Christ and concluding with hints of Easter to come, this
program features some of the most glorious choral music ever
written. The highlight is always Allegri’s Renaissance masterpiece,
‘Miserere’ with the boys’ repeated soaring top high “C’s”.

St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Friday, March 23, 2018 – 7 PM
Saturday, March 24, 2018 – 7 PM
Basilica of St. Adalbert, Grand Rapids
Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018 – 3 PM

May - Spring Concert

Dr. Richard Webster, Directing
Richard Webster returns to Grand Rapids to
direct the choir for a fourth time this coming
May of 2018. An internationally known
composer, choir director and organist, Dr.
Webster is the Director of Music at Trinity
Church, Copley Square, Boston. The
program is yet to be determined at this point,
but rumor has it the choir would like to re-visit several of its favorite
English composers: Henry Purcell, George Frederic Handel, and two
Charles’ with the last names of Wesley and Stanford.

St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Friday, May 18, 2018 – 7 PM
Saturday, May 19, 2018 - 7 PM

NEW Recordings From the Choir
On Sale Here Tonight
& Online at www.grcmb.org

Create an “Ongoing Legacy of Faith”
The Power of Your Giving
Can Begin Now & Continue
After You Are Gone.

Consider supporting the Ministry of Music and Faith
of the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
with a portion of your life legacy giving.
Your thoughtfulness will continue to feed and bless
the generations who will follow you.
Such giving techniques are called “planned gifts.” With your
thoughtful planning, you create a winning solution for both you and
us together as part of your extended West Michigan family of faith.
•

Designate a gift in your will or trust: if the singing of the
choir is a blessing in your life, include GRCMB in a portion of
your estate planning.

•

Giving from your retirement accounts: a charitable
(distribution) from your IRA can be used to satisfy your
minimum distribution requirement. Giving to GRCMB
quailifies for this gift.
•

Year-end giving: please consider GRCMB as you plan
your final charitable giving for 2017. Keep the song alive!

For tax purposes: GRCMB is a Registered 501 (c) 3 registered
non-profit organization. Contributions to the choir are tax-deductable
to the full extent of the law. The choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

Welcome to the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys’
28th Annual Service of Nine Lessons & Carols

~ Preparing for Christmas ~
Richard Rohr (b.1943)
This Advent season is a time to focus our expectation and anticipation
on “the adult Christ, the Cosmic Christ,” who challenges us to empty
ourselves, to lose ourselves, to surrender. The theological virtue of
hope is the patient and trustful willingness to live without closure,
without resolution, and still be content and even happy because our
Satisfaction is now at another level, and our Source is beyond
ourselves."
~ Traditional Reading for the 3rd Nocturn ~
Inspired by John 1:1-18
There has never been a time
when God has not told people that he loves them.
Right from the beginning, and through all the ages,
that is what he has told all people everywhere.
But not all people have understood what God was telling them,
even when God was saying, in so many words:
Come and be members of my family.
So this Word of God became human and lived a human life like ours,
so that we could touch and feel what God was telling us.
The Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us.
In him we see the God who can’t be seen.
In him we see that God loves us.

~ God’s Grandeur ~
Gerard Manly Hopkins (1844-1889)
The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
it gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
and all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
and wears man's smudge and shares man's smell:
the soil is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.
And for all this, nature is never spent;
there lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
and though the last lights off the black West went,
morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs —
because the Holy Ghost over the bent world
broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.

~ Incomprehensible ~
Ted Schmidt (written 1985)
“You will find the babe wrapped in swaddling and lying in a manger.”

Luke 2:12

Such news was and always will be incomprehensible.
The glory of God is a baby totally naked.
The longed for light that breaks the darkness
is a child’s translucent skin.
The hopeful voice that will summon the dead
Comes not from the barracks, the Capitol or the Temple.
It is an infant’s wail deep in a cave.
It is total surprise, absolute shock and sheer grace.
The Mystery’s name and God’s claim is vulnerability.
The only birth announcement proclaimed in an empty field
to shepherds on the margins of life was
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven’. Maranatha, O naked baby.

Nine Lessons & Carols
for Christmas

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
Scott Bosscher – Director
Nicholas Palmer – Organ
St John’s Episcopal Church, Grand Haven
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Muskegon

Dr. Kenneth Bos – Organ
Cathedral of St. Andrew, Grand Rapids

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Grand Haven
Friday, December 8, 2017 – 7:30 PM

Cathedral of St. Andrew, Grand Rapids
Sunday, December 10, 2017 – 3 PM
Friday, December 15, 2017 – 7 PM
Saturday, December 16, 2017 – 7 PM

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Muskegon
Sunday, December 17, 2017 – 5:00 PM

~ Words of Welcome ~
~ Introit ~
All My Heart This Night Rejoices
Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676)
J. G. Ebeling (1637-1676)
English: Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)
All my heart this night rejoices,
As I hear, far and near, sweetest angel voices:
‘Christ is born,’ their choirs are singing,
Till the air everywhere now with joy is ringing.
Hark! a voice from yonder manger,
Soft and sweet, doth entreat: ‘Flee from woe and danger!
Brethren, come, from all doth grieve you,
You are freed; all you need I will surely give you.’
Come, then, let us hasten yonder!
Here let all, great and small, kneel in awe and wonder!
Love him who with love is yearning!
Hail the star that from far bright with hope is burning!
Thee, O Lord, with heed I'll cherish,
Live to thee, and with thee, dying, shall not perish;
But shall dwell with thee for ever,
Far on high, in the joy that can alter never.

~ Processional ~
In dulci jubilo
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

(Nicholas Palmer: 12-8 & 12-17)

Noel: Au jô deu de pubelle
Claude Balbastre (1724-1799)

(Kenneth Bos: 12-10, 12-15 & 12-16)

Once in Royal David’s City
C.F. Alexander (1818-1895)

H.J. Gauntlett (1805-1876)
A.H. Mann (1850-1929)
Arr. Philip Stopford (b. 1977)

Once in royal David’s city, stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a Mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy.
For he is our childhood’s pattern: day by day like us he grew;
He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
Not in that poor, lowly stable with the oxen standing by
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high,
Where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

~ Bidding Prayer ~
The congregation, standing, shall be bidden to prayer.
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight
to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the
loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto
the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood
within the Church he came to build.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his
name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the
sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or love him
not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; In earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive
us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from
evil; For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
All:

~ Bidding Carol ~
Il est né le divin enfant
English: Jacqueline Froom

French Traditional Carol
Arr. John Rutter (b.1944)

Born on earth the divine Christ Child,
Oboes, rejoice, with bagpipes vying;
Born on earth the divine Christ Child,
Sing to welcome the Savior mild.
'Tis four thousand years and more
Men his birth have been prophesying;
'Tis four thousand years and more
While we longed for the joys in store. (refrain)
Ah! such beauty and charm adore!
Ah! such perfection of grace undying!
Ah! such beauty and charm adore!
Promised us in days of yore. (refrain)
In a stable here on earth,
Jesus, in a manger lying,
In a stable here on earth,
Oh how lowly our Savior's birth! (refrain)
Jesus, Savior, heaven's Lord,
Tiny child in a manger crying,
Jesus, Savior, heaven's Lord
Christ our King for evermore. (refrain)

~ First Lesson ~
Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman
shall bruise the serpent's head.
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, “Where art
thou?”
And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.”
And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?”
And the man said, ‘The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”
And the Lord God said unto the woman, “What is this that thou has
done?”
And the woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”
And the Lord God said unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days
of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Crown of Roses
Plechtchéev

Pyotr Ilych Tchaikovsky (1840-1913)

When Jesus Christ was yet a child
He had a garden small and wild,
Wherein He cherished roses fair,
And wove them into garlands there.
Now once, as summer time drew nigh,
There came a troop of children by,
And seeing roses on the tree,
With shouts they plucked them merrily.
“Do you bind roses in your hair?”
They cried, in scorn, to Jesus there.
The Boy said humbly: "Take, I pray,
All but the naked thorns away."
Then of the thorns they made a crown,
And with rough fingers pressed it down,
Till on His forehead fair and young,
Red drops of blood like roses sprung.

~ Second Lesson ~
Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham
that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the
second time, and said:
By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou has done
this thing, and has not withheld thy son: that in blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed
shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

There Shall A Star Come Out Of Jacob
From the unfinished oratorio “Christus”
Matthew 2:2-3, Numbers 24:17
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Psalm 2:9
Treble Recitative:

When Jesus, our Lord, was born in Bethlehem, in the land of Judaea;
behold from the east to the city of Jerusalem there came wisemen,
who said:
Men’s Trio:

Oh, where is He born, the King of Judaea?
For we have seen His star, and have come adoring.
Chorus:

There shall a star come out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of
Israel, with might destoying princes and nations.
As bright the star of morning gleams, so Jesus sheds His glorious
beams of light and consolation!
Thy Word, O Lord, radiance darting, truth imparting, gives salvation;
Thine be praise and adoration!

~ Third Lesson ~
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

See Amid the Winter’s Snow
E. Caswall (1814-1878)

John Goss (1800-1880)
Arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)

See amid the winter's snow, Born for us on earth below;
See the tender Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years.
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies;
He, who throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. (refrain)
Say, ye holy shepherds, say What your joyful news today;
Wherefore have ye left your sheep On the lonely mountain steep? (refrain)
‘As we watched at dead of night, Lo, we saw a wondrous light;
Angels singing ‘Peace on earth’ Told us of the Saviour's birth’. (refrain)
Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this. (refrain)
Teach, O teach us , Holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee, In Thy sweet humility! (refrain)

~ Fourth Lesson ~
Micah 5
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.
But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.
Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which
travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall
return unto the children of Israel. And he shall stand and feed in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God;
and shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

~ O Little Town of Bethlehem ~
Phillips Brooks (1835-93)

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Choir and Congregation vrs 1, 2 & 4
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King, And peace to men on earth;
For Christ is born of Mary; And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love.
Verse Three: Choir Only

How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.

19th Century Amercan

Away in a Manger
William Kirkpatrick (1838-1921)
Arr. David Hill (b.1957)

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and watch me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.

~ Fifth Lesson ~
Luke 1: 26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary.

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And
when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her
mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said
unto her:
“Fear not, Mary: for thou has found favour with God. And, behold,
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call
his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and
of his kingdom there shall be no end.
Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not
a man?”
And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore, also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.”
And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word.” And the angel departed from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

15th Century

There Is No Rose
John Joubert (b.1927)

There is no rose of such virtue As is the rose that bare Jesu:
Alleluia. (Praise God)
For in this rose contained was Heav’n and earth in little space:
Res miranda. (Wonderful thing)
By that rose we may well see There be one God in Persons Three:
Pares forma. (Equal in form)
Then leave we all this worldly mirth, And follow we this joyous birth:
Transeamus. (Let us go across – “from wordly to heavenly things”)

~ Sixth Lesson ~
Luke 2: 1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caeser Augustus, that the whole world should be taxed. And all went
to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with
Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while she was there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Dormi Jesu
Latin Unknown Origin
English: S. T. Coleridge (1772-1834)
Dormi, Jesu, mater ridet,
Quae tam dulcem somnum videt,
Dormi Jesu blandule.
Si non dormis, mater plorat,
Inter fila cantans orat:
Blande, veni, somnule.

John Rutter (b.1944)

Sleep, sweet baby! My cares beguiling:
Mother sits beside thee smiling;
Sleep, my darling, tenderly.
(If thou sleep not, mother mourneth,
Singing as her wheel she turneth:
Come, soft slumber, balmily.)

It is a GRCMB tradition to have one of our choristers lead
the choir and congregation in our next carol.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
G. Whitefield (1714-1770)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Choir and Congregation vrs 1 & 3
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem."
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
(Choir only vrs. 2)
Christ, by highest heav'n adored: Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the favored one.
Veil'd in flesh, the Godhead see; Hail, th'incarnate Deity:
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"
Hail! the heav'n born Prince of peace! Hail! the Son of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die:
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

~ Seventh Lesson ~
Luke 2: 8-16
The shepherds go to the manger.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us.
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe
lying in a manger.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

O Leave Your Sheep
French Origin
English: Alice Raliegh

French Traditional
Arr. Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988)

O leave your sheep, your lambs that follow after,
O leave the brook, the pasture and the crook.
No longer weep, turn weeping into laughter.
O shepherds seek your goal.
Your Lord who cometh to console.
You’ll find him laid within a simple stable,
A babe newborn, in poverty forlorn, in love array’d,
A love so deep, ‘tis able to search the night for you,
‘tis he the Shepherd true.
O kings so great, a light is streaming o’er you,
More radiant far than diadem or star, forego your state,
A baby lies before you, whose wonder shall be told.
Bring myrrh, bring frankincense and gold.

~ Offertory ~
In Thee is Gladness
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

(Nicholas Palmer: 12-8 & 12-17)

Noel: A cei-ci le moître de tô l’univar!
Claude Balbastre (1724-1799)

(Kenneth Bos: 12-10, 12-15 & 12-16)

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys receives no city or state
grants or corporate support, but depends totally upon you, our
choir family, for the funds to keep this sacred programming
alive. Your prayerful and generous gifts throughout the year help
to keep the ministry of the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
strong and vibrant.
If we are to keep this tradition alive we must teach and inspire
the next generation standing and singing before you tonight.
Take a good look, be moved, and make this investment with us.
As the boys pass the black books down your row,
please sign our email registry
to receive future concert information.
Continue to donate all year long online at: www.grcmb.org
As December 31st approaches,
please also rembember the
Grand Rapids Choir of Men &
Boys in your 2017 year-end
charitable giving.
A mail back envelope is
attached to this program for
your convenience.
For tax purposes, GRCMB is a Registered
501 (c) (3) Non-Profit organization.
Contributions to the Choir are tax-deductable
to the full extent of the law.
The Choir’s tax-exempt ID# is 38-2919772.

~ Eighth Lesson ~
Matthew 2: 1-11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the King, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests
and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of
Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet:
“And thou Bethlehem in the land of Juda, art not the least among the
princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall
rule my people Israel.”
Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child;
and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come
and worship him also.
When they had heard the king, they departed; and lo, the star, which
they saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over
where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house,
they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

No Small Wonder
Paul Wigmore (1925-2014)

Paul Edwards (b.1955)

Small wonder the star, small wonder the light,
the angels in chorus, the shepherds in fright;
but stable and manger for God - no small wonder!
Small wonder the kings, small wonder they bore
the gold and the incense, the myrrh, to adore;
but God gives his life on a cross - no small wonder!
Small wonder the love, small wonder the grace,
the power, the glory, the light of his face;
but all to redeem my poor heart - no small wonder!

Please stand for the ninth lesson.
~ Ninth Lesson ~
John 1: 1-14
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made.
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same
came for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men through
him might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness
of that light.
That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and
the world knew him not. But as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt amoung us, and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Bird of Dawning
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
From Hamlet (Act 1, Scene 1)

Bob Chilcott (b.1955)

Some say that ever ‘gainst that season comes,
Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated,
The bird of dawning singeth all night long;
And then, they say, no spirit dare stir abroad,
The nights are wholesome, then no planets strike,
No hate prevail, nor wrong hath power to charm,
So hallow’d and so gracious is the time.

(adapted line)

~ Closing ~

From the Epistle to Diognetus (2nd Century)
The Almighty himself, Creator of the universe,
the God whom no eye can discern,
has sent down from heaven his very own Truth, his holy Word,
to be planted in the heart of the human race.

To do this, one might have imagined he would send
some servant, some angel, some prince.
But no. He has sent the very Artificer and Constructor of the universe,
through whom the heavens were made,
and the seas set within their bounds,
whose word is obeyed by the very elements of creation,
who assigns the sun the limits of its course by day,
and commands the moon to unveil its beams by night,
and orders the obedient stars to circle the heavens.
He is the Ordainer, Disposer, and Ruler of all things,
of all that is in heaven and earth,
of the very seas and all that they contain
of fire, and air, and the deep,
of all that is above and below and in between.
Such a messenger God has sent to the human race.
One might have imagined that his coming
would be in power, terror and awesomeness.
But no. His coming was in gentleness and humility.
God sent him as a king might send his own son,
and he came among us as a fellow human being.
For God would save us by persuasion, not by compulsion,
(there is no compulsion to be found in God)
And he sent him not to judge us, but out of love.

O Come All Ye Faithful
Oakeley, Brooke

John Francis Wade (1711-1786)
Arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015)
Choir and Congregation

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Very God, Begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God, in the highest:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born that happy morning;
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n,
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

~ Choir Recessional ~
Toccata (from Symphony no. 5)
Charles Marie-Widor (1844-1937)

(Nicholas Palmer: 12-8 & 12-17)

Noel Suisse
Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

(Kenneth Bos: 12-10, 12-15 & 12-16)

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys Staff
Scott Bosscher: Director of Music
A former Choral Scholar of Wells Cathedral
Choir, England, and voice student of Diane
Forlano of the Royal Academy of Music,
London, Mr. Bosscher is passionate about
bringing the English Cathedral sound to Grand
Rapids as GRCMB’s Director of Music.

Dr. Martin Neary: Associate Director

Former Organist and Choirmaster of both
Westminster Abbey and Winchester Cathedral,
GRCMB is blessed by Dr. Neary’s ongoing
commitment to both GRCMB and our West
Michigan Community. Dr. Neary was recently
awarded a Lambeth Doctorate by the Arch Bishop of Canterbury

Dr. Kenneth Bos: Organist
Dr. Bos is well-known as a pianist, organist,
and accompanist in western Michigan. He is on
faculty at Grand Rapids Community College
where he serves as Music Department
Accompanist. He is organist and Director of
Music at Calvin CRC. With degrees from
Calvin & the U of M, Dr. Bos holds a PHD in
piano performance from Michigan State
University.

Gwen Hendrikse: Rehearsal Pianist

An active pianist and accompanist across
West Michigan, GRCMB is blessed to have
Mrs. Hendrikse now on our staff. Gwen’s
response, “Sitting at the piano on rehearsal
nights I definitely have the best seat in the
house!”

Lori Schimmelmann: GRCMB Summer Camp Instructor
Marcia Pylman: GRCMB Summer Camp Vocal Coach
Jane Bosscher: Business Manager

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2017-2018 Roster
Senior Choristers
Benedict, Gabriel +
Larson, Andrew +
Brown, Ian ++
Larson, Peter
Burghart, Finneus
Maloley, Christian
Cuaz, Finnian
Scofield, Alexander +
Day, Ian
Smith, Benji
Doyle, Daniel +
Vander Hoff, Charlie
Johnson, Eric
Voetberg, Jacob
Junior Choristers
Bakir, Omar
Kelley, Conner
Dillet, Carter
Leatherman, Caden
Harriger, Roland
Roback, Carey
Hillary, Gabe
Van Dyke, Matthew
Johnson, Coby
Preparatory Choristers
Hines, Landon
Staal, Jacob
Nolen, Edward
Counter Tenors
Hoyer, John
Schimmelmann, Joe
Kartes, Brennen
Smail, Quincey
Roback, Jay
Tenors
Davies, Jacob
Reed, Bill
Herrera, Jake
Smith, Evan
Kruyf, Zach
Steinfort, Mike
Baritones
Day, Curt
Voetberg, Dick
Diephouse, David
Voetberg, Dan
Malone, Jordan
Witteveen, Charles
Vig, Joseph
Basses
Boersma, David
Kruyf, Gerald
De Vries, Doug
Natelborg, Dan
Hibma, John
Weinrick, Daniel
++ = Principal Head Chorister

+ = Head Choristers

Board of Directors

Barb Hoogeboom, President
Nicky Kearney, Treasurer
Scott Bosscher
Beth Ann Fausone

Elise Glettler
Lori Schimmelmann

Major Donors those who have given $5,000 or more since 2008

Anonymous
Mark and Gina Becker
Cameron Bruneau and Family
John and Deb Byl

Lawrence and Virginia Cain
Mark and Marty Campbell
Daniel and Pamella DeVos
David Diephouse
John Hibma
Jim and Barb Hoogeboom
Jay and Janice Hidalgo

Mark and Marian Hunt
Scott and Nicky Kearney
Gerald and Susan Kruyf
Robert and Nancy Lamberts
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Margaret Stone
Gayle Ruisard (the Estate of)
Thomas and Elizabeth Tuttle
Sharon VanDellen
Charles and Carol Witteveen
Matching Employers

Goldman Sachs
GE Foundation
The Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys would like to give Special Thanks to our
donors who have helped us begin our 28th Season! Won't you join with them in
supporting the Choir?
Donations received between – July 1, 2017 to December 2, 2017
Oxford Club $1,000 - $5,000
VanEerden, Daniel and Ann
VanDellen, Sharon

Witteveen, Charles and Carol

Cambridge Club $600 - $999
Anonymous
Tuuk, Jonathon

Vig, Joseph

London Club $250 - $599
Blom, John and Sharon
Boersma, David and
Donna Wisse Boersma
Bolinder, Scott and Jill
Bordewyk, Gord and Karen
Bradford, Jonathan and
Grace Post-Bradford
Cain, Lawrence and Ginny
Caris, Ted and Jeannie
DeVree, Jeffrey and Janis

Diephouse, David
Dragt, Alexander and Lavonne
Drukker, Bruce and Esther
Dykema, Chad and Kate
Farmer, Floyd and Caron
Fox, John and Kristine
Godlewski, Thomas and Susan
Hunt, Mark and Marian
Kearney, Scott and Nicky
Kindschi, Douglas and Barbara

London Club $250 - $599 continued
Klanderman, Bruce and June
Kooistra, C Scott and Susan
Pastoor, Evelyn
Ploegstra, Henry
Post, William and Florence

Rogers, Ron and Joyce
Rohwer, Milton and Barbara
Slenk, Howard and Marilyn
Vander Wal, Robert and Barbara
Zwiep, Myra

Winchester Club $100 - 249
Adams, Clara May
Armfield, Steven and Janet
Bardolph, David and Mary
Baron, Stephen and Cynthia
Beck, Marcella
Boelens, Elizabeth
Cammenga, Sydney and Carolyn
Carnevale, Gregory and
Diane Mahon
Charnley, Iain and Kalie
Clemo, David and Jeanne
Connors, Robert and Julie
Daining, Douglas and Janice
Day, Ron and Dee
DeVries, Leroy and Jean
Durfey, Miles and Eleanor
Engbers, David and Sheryl
Fitzgerald, John Gregory
Fuller, Raymond
Heerspink, Janice
Hibma, Tim and Cindy
Hoisington, Michael and Linda
Hoogeboom, Marjorie
Huisman, David and Lois
Johnson, Kenneth and Ellen
Johnson, Robert and L. Maxine
Klinger, Gloria

Knox, John and Norma
Kooistra, Jared and Elizabeth
Medema, Connie
Menkveld, Bruce and Paula
Nagel, Linda
Pasma, Ted and Ethel
Pearce, Norman and Beth
Pylman, Norman and Janet
Pylman, Yvonne
Reinders, Don and Beth
Rozema, Ronald
Ryskamp, Annemarieke
Scheeres, Jake and Ann
Shearer, Grace
Smits, Lee and Marcia
Sooy, Mark and Elizabeth
Stegink, Gordon and Barbara
Stegink, Leroy and Anjean
Tully, John and Cheryl
Van Andel, Phyllis
VanderHoff, Ryan
VanHouten, Ben and Sharon
Vanmanen, Robert and Sandra
Vis, Bill and Barb
Voetberg, Richard and Patricia
Warners, Arlene

Chichester Club $5 - 99
Asmara, Deborah and Paul
Bailey, Steven
Bakir, Lu'ay
Bardolph, Elaine
Barton, Stephen and Sharon
Beimers, Lester and Evelyn
Biegert, Eugene and Suzanne
Biser, Larry and Diane

Bode, Rev. Harold and Helen
Boice, Gayla
Bom, Anthoinette
Boonstra, Carol
Bosscher, Esther
Bransdorfer, Peggy
Bright, John and Marilyn
Bryson, John and Claire

Chichester Club $5 – 99 continued
Byl, Emily J
Carr, Edsel
Cary, Rosemary
Christenson, Randy and Anne
De Jong, Mary
DeJong, Pearl
DeVries, Ecko and Patricia
Diephouse. Amy
Early, Duane and Jeanne
Flick, Steven
Fortune, Gene
Frisch, Jr. Kurt and Dorothy
Gerritsen, Mary
Grassmid, Susanne
Hasse, Joseph and Jobi
Henry, Susan
Herrick, James and Glenna
Herring, Vern
Hoekman, Greg and Thea
Huisman, Cornelia
Huisman, Howard and Ruth
Huissen, June
Huizenga, Gertrude
Huizenga, Jack
Huizenga, Phil and Marie
Huizinga, Cornelius and Marcia
Jekel, Barbara
Kamper, Mervin and Rebecca
Karsen, Suzanne
Kartes, Stephen and Barbara
Klyn, Marvin
Knierim, Michael and
Ethel Sundman-Knierim
Kruyf, Zach and Carmen
Lane, Marguerite
Lobbes, Marilyn
Lunde, Doug and Debbie
Mainero, Mark

Marr, Robert
Menichino, Judith
Michnay, Kenneth
Monsma, Carol
Morrison, J. William and Beverly
Parr, Bill and Judy
Pauze, Rozanne
Piccard, Howard and Kathleen
Postma, Janice
Prochnau, Harvey and Judith
Randels, Richard and Judith
Schakel, Peter
Schmidt, Arthur and Victoria
Schoff, Ruth E
Schultz, Steven and Elizabeth
Scott, Jean
Scoville, Joseph and Margaret
Stanley, Mary
Steenbergen, Brian
Stob, Warren and Jean
Temple, Thelma
Ten Broek, Lory
Titchenell, Paul
Uken, Bob and Char
Van Grouw, Tony and Jan
Van Meurs, Elizabeth
Van Zytveld, Jack and Jane
VanKempen, Ty and Deb
VanTill, Howard and Betty
Vig, Sheri
Visser, Larry
Wells, Evelyn
Whitney, Marilyn
Wierenga, Ruth
Wilcox, Patricia
Winters, Jan
Zeitter, Shirley

Every effort has been made to check for the accuracy of these donations, if there are
any errors or omissions please email Jane Bosscher at jbosscher@grcmb.org and it
will be corrected in the next program.

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

The Thrivent Choice charitable grant program
engages Thrivent members in providing grants that
support charitable activities. Members can direct
their Choice Dollars to the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men and Boys.

Board Member
Recruiting announcement

The Choir is currently recruiting
volunteers to join our Board.
We are particularly interested in
applicants with expertise in the
area of development and
fundraising.
For more information please
contact:
Barb Hoogeboom
barb.hoogeboom@gmail.com

____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Music at Grand Rapids
Community College
Degrees and certificates in music education, performance,
music therapy, recording technology and digital audio processing.
Accredited by the National Association of Schools of Music.

Take a tour today.
grcc.edu/music

Here are the Results of Your Ongoing Support...
Read What Professional Musicians are Saying
“The achievements of GRCMB are
simply breathtaking.
Congratulations on creating one of
America’s cultural jewels.”
Richard Webster is the Organist &
Choirmaster of Trinity Church, Boston

“This is a very, very special choir you
have here in your midst. I do hope that
more and more people will come to
realize
how
significant
and
remarkable the Grand Rapids Choir of
Men & Boys is. A group like this can
transform the lives of the singers, n to
mention the audience.”
Andrew Nethsingha is the Organist &
Choir Master of the Choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge, England

“The particular training to
sing this music has a
profound effect on a young
boy’s life. How affirming it is
for me, now in my eighth
year of coming to Grand
Rapids, to find your young
choristers here absorbing
this same confidence. What a joy it is to work with this choir.”
Martin Neary is the former Organist & Choir Master of Westminster Abbey &
Winchester Cathedral, England.

“Lessons and Carols with the GrandRapids Choir of
Men & Boys was a sublime experience.”
Jeff Kaczmarczyk – The Grand Rapids Press

“I am enjoying the Grand Rapids Choir
of Men and Boys more and more. I love the sound
and enjoy thinking of those boys making such
wonderful music. You have done and are doing a
great thing in Grand Rapids.”
John Wustman – Pianist & Vocal Coach of Luciano Pavarotti

The Grand Rapids
Choir of Men & Boys
is a member of the
prestigious Royal School
of Church Music

Do you know a boy who loves to sing?
If you're considering a Choristership with GRCMB for your son, you'll
probably have lots of questions. For this reason we have always found
that the best place to start is for you to contact us to arrange an
informal visit. This will give you a useful opportunity to ask questions
about the Grand Rapids
Choir of Men & Boys, to
meet with people here, and
to look around the college
where
we
practice.
(GRCC’s
downtown
campus in the newly 8.5
million dollar re-modeled
Albert P. Smith Music
Center – Opened 2017.)
An informal visit can also be a relaxed opportunity for your son to sing
for Scott Bosscher, the Director of Music, and for your son to sit in
with the current chorister practice to get a feel for things.
Once he becomes a GRCMB chorister he will receive a musical
education second to none, and work with the top choir trainers in the
world: Martin Neary,
Andrew
Nethsingha,
Richard Webster.
Call today and take that
first step to open up his
world to music.
Contact: Scott Bosscher
616.460.0598
scottbosscher@grcmb.org

Website: www.grcmb.org

Proud to be a sponsor for The Grand Rapids
Choir of Men and Boys!

EASY TO MAINTAIN

WATERPROOF

BEAUTIFUL QUALITY
DeGraaf Interiors is proud to be a Shaw retailer.
From knowledgeable salespeople to our trained
installation specialists, the experienced DeGraaf team
has set the standard for professional experience,

616-662-0140

Flooring

quality, affordable products, and dedicated service.

Countertops

Ceramic Tile

Area Rugs

HUDSONVILLE, GRAND RAPIDS, CASCADE
616-662-0140 • www.degraafinteriors.com

Window
Coverings

